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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
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	Optional/General comments


	This article presents a retrospective descriptive study investigating risk factors associated with neonatal sepsis among neonates at Mandera County Referral Hospital. The findings highlight a high prevalence of neonatal sepsis, significant predictors such as early neonatal age and preterm birth, and notable knowledge gaps among healthcare providers regarding essential neonatal care practices and equipment use.
Areas for Improvement

While several neonatal and maternal risk factors were analyzed, most variables (e.g., low birth weight, male sex, birth asphyxia) did not independently predict sepsis severity, which limits actionable conclusions for clinical intervention.

The discussion would benefit from deeper engagement with the reasons for the lack of statistical significance in some risk factors and how this aligns (or conflicts) with previous studies in different contexts or settings.

Knowledge gaps among healthcare providers were noted but could be explored further with more qualitative insights or strategies for bridging these gaps in future policy and training.

Methodological Critique

The retrospective design and purposive sampling may introduce selection bias, limiting generalizability of findings to broader populations outside Mandera County Referral Hospital.

Data collection from patient files and staff surveys appears sound, but the use of cross-sectional data restricts understanding of causality between identified risk factors and sepsis outcomes.

The data analysis process is clearly described, employing validated statistical techniques (e.g., logistic regression) to assess associations.

Minor Recommendations

Enhance clarity in tables and figures to improve readability and interpretability for readers outside the immediate research context.

Expand upon limitations, especially regarding generalizability and possible confounders not addressed in the analysis.

Consider including more comparative data from other hospitals or regions for broader application of results, if available.

Overall Assessment

This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to understanding neonatal sepsis in an under-studied region. With improvements in discussion depth and broader contextualization of findings, it would offer even greater utility to clinicians and policymakers addressing neonatal health in Kenya and similar environments.
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