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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This is a cross-sectional study that explores the clinical characteristics and clinical profile of children diagnosed with cerebral palsy (CP) who attended a developmental clinic in Lagos, Nigeria, and builds on existing literature regarding cerebral palsy, especially in the Nigerian setting.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title of the article is suitable for this study.
	



	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is appropriate. However, some improvements are suggested in accordance with these comments:
Add background information in the abstract. Mention statistical analysis in abstract methods.
	



	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. However, some improvements are suggested in accordance with these comments:
In the introduction, define intellectual disability, seizure disorder, and epilepsy and their association with cerebral palsy with references.

In METHODOLOGY, mention the specific time period in months and years during which the study was conducted.

Mention with clarity which form was filled by the caregiver and if it included questions regarding the DSM-5 criteria, Gross Motor Function Classification System, and Children’s Global Assessment Scale (CGAS), other than sociodemographic information. Specify which information was assessed through interviews and what information was provided through caregiver-filled questionnaires.

Mention how caregiver questionnaires were administered and if these were interviewer-assisted or self- administered.

Mention the number and types of questions in the caregiver form, along with scoring criteria and score interpretation range. Also mention if a pilot study or expert evaluation was conducted to ensure the validity of caregiver questionnaires, along with the number and types of participants in the pilot study or expert evaluation, and the validity findings.

In ethical consideration, mention the ethical approval number.

In the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, DSM-5, describe the criteria of intellectual disability and its four severity levels.

Mention why any psychometric IQ assessment was not conducted.

In the Children’s Global Assessment Scale (CGAS), mention the number of items, scoring criteria, and
score interpretation ranges.

Add separate headings for results and discussion and replace 3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION with 3. RESULTS.

In the results' first paragraph and Table 1 description, check as there is no mention of playgroup education.

In Table 2 and its description, check as no data related to other psychiatric disorders or ADHD is presented in Table 2.

In the Table 3 description, check as the GMFCS level III and IV percentages are different from that presented in Table 3.

Remove double parentheses in Table 4 with the value of 16(21.3). Add a discussion heading after Table 5 and its description.
Discuss additional limitations, such as lack of inferential statistics.

Discuss the strengths, implications, and future directions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant. However, some improvements are suggested in accordance with these comments:
	



	
	In the Introduction, 3rd paragraph, provide a reference for this sentence: The reported prevalence varies with time and geographical locations because the identified risk factors depend on the availability of prenatal, natal, and postnatal care.

In the Introduction, 3rd paragraph, provide a reference for this sentence: In Africa, documented prevalence studies of pediatric cerebral palsy by Donald et al. comprise studies from Nigeria, South Africa, Ethiopia, Ghana, Tanzania, Egypt, and Kenya suggest a range of 2-10 per 1,000 children.

In the discussion, the 1st paragraph provides a reference for this sentence: Similarly, increased mortality in older adolescents with severe cerebral palsy may be a contributory factor.

In discussion, the 3rd paragraph provides a reference for this sentence: The dearth of special education and self-contained classroom services for these children in Nigeria are possible reasons for the lack of formal education.
In discussion, the 4th paragraph provides a reference for this sentence: A lower mental age in comparison to chronological age is a determinant of intellectual disability.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The language and English quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communications. However, some improvements in formatting are suggested in accordance with these comments:
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	





Reviewer details:

Shazia Tahira, Bahria University, Pakistan
[bookmark: _GoBack]



