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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This study makes a valuable contribution by providing baseline data on the relationship between Body Mass Index (BMI) and Cranial Index (CI) in early childhood, an area with limited evidence in African populations. The findings show that nutritional status and craniofacial morphology develop independently, while also revealing early sexual dimorphism in cranial dimensions. These results enrich pediatric anthropometric references and offer useful implications for clinical, forensic, and anthropological applications, while highlighting the need for broader multicenter research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title “The Relationship between Body Mass Index and Cranial Index in Early Childhood: An Observational Study in Abraka, Nigeria” is clear and informative. It specifies the parameters studied, the target age group, and the study location, which is good for indexing and clarity.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	I reviewed the abstract in your manuscript, and overall it is clear, well-structured, and follows the standard format (aims, methods, results, and conclusion). Please note a few areas where it could be strengthened to make it more comprehensive and impactful for readers and reviewers:
· Add Context – Begin with 1–2 sentences on why examining BMI and CI in early childhood is important for growth, health, and craniofacial assessment.
· Clarify Results – Present findings in a more reader-friendly way by noting their clinical and anthropological significance, not just statistical values.
· Mention Limitations – Briefly acknowledge that results are from a single location and cross-sectional design.
· Strengthen Implications – Expand the conclusion to stress that the findings provide baseline data for Nigerian pediatric populations and have practical applications in clinical and forensic settings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, based on my review of the manuscript, it appears to be scientifically correct and methodologically sound. The study design, sampling, measurement techniques, and statistical analysis are appropriate for the stated objectives. The results are clearly presented with supporting statistical evidence, and the conclusions are consistent with the findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are generally sufficient, combining both foundational and recent works, including studies up to 2025. However, it would be strengthened by adding more recent African-based pediatric anthropometry studies and updated global references on childhood growth and craniofacial development.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clearly written, follows a formal academic tone, and uses appropriate scientific terminology. However, a few sentences could be made more concise for smoother readability, and minor grammatical refinements (e.g., reducing repetition and tightening long sentences) would further improve clarity and flow. 
	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript is well-structured, scientifically strong, and provides valuable baseline data on the relationship between BMI and CI in early childhood. With minor improvements in the abstract, references, and language clarity, it has strong potential for publication and broader relevance in pediatric and anthropometric research.
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