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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable and novel insights into the trace element profile of cervical cancer patients in Southern Iraq, a region with distinct environmental and genetic backgrounds that are often underrepresented in cancer research. The finding of significantly elevated zinc and cobalt levels, contrary to some previous studies which often report decreased zinc, highlights the potential for population-specific biomarker signatures.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The original title is perfectly acceptable and would not be misleading. It is clear and professional. However, opting for one of the more descriptive alternatives could better capture the attention of readers and more accurately reflect the investigative and significant nature of the work. The choice depends on whether the authors wish to emphasize the imbalance of elements or the influence of parity as the primary message.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is good but not fully comprehensive in its current form. By adding just one or two sentences to describe the basic study design and methodology, it would become significantly stronger and provide readers with the necessary context to evaluate the findings.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Before submission, the authors must:

1. Urgently re-check the calibration and calculations for Cobalt and Zinc. The cobalt values, in particular, need verification against certified reference materials.

2. Correct the glaring error in Table 1.
3. Completely rewrite the discussion to forefront the unexpected nature of the zinc findings, seriously explore potential reasons for the discrepancy with other studies, and explicitly acknowledge the limitation this represents.

4. Address the implausible cobalt levels as a primary limitation if re-analysis confirms the initial data.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The current reference list is minimally sufficient but does not provide the robust, contemporary support needed for unexpected findings presented. Strengthening the references would significantly enhance the manuscript's credibility and scholarly impact.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is scientifically valuable and understandable, but its language falls short of the polished standard required for high-impact scholarly publication. With thorough editing to address grammatical errors, awkward phrasing, and informal expressions, the manuscript can be elevated to meet the expectations of international journals. The core scientific rigor is present, but the presentation requires refinement to enhance credibility and readability.
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