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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides useful information on how trace elements like zinc, copper, and cobalt behave in cervical cancer patients in Basrah, Iraq. Such studies are important because they give region-specific data that can help in developing affordable biomarkers for cancer diagnosis and monitoring. Including the number of children as a factor also adds an interesting dimension that links reproductive history with biochemical changes.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is fine and reflects the main focus of the study.
If the authors wish to make it smoother, they can use:
“Assessment of Serum Zinc, Copper, and Cobalt Levels in Cervical Cancer Patients in Basrah, Iraq.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and presents the aim, method, and key findings properly. It can be improved slightly by:

· Stating that the study is a “case-control study.”

· Including the total number of participants (90 women).

· Mentioning the statistical test used.
These small details will make the abstract more complete and scientific.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The research idea is relevant, and the experimental design is acceptable. The analytical method using atomic absorption spectrometry is suitable for detecting metal concentrations.
However, there are a few things that need to be improved:

· Tables and figures should be formatted better, with proper headings, spacing, and consistent units.

· The discussion can be made stronger by linking the findings more clearly to biological mechanisms and comparing them with global data on trace elements and cancer.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent and appropriate. Most are from 2018 to 2024, which is good.
The authors could add one or two local or regional studies from the Middle East or nearby countries to strengthen their comparison.
It would also be useful to refer to WHO or IARC guidelines on trace elements and cancer risk.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The paper is generally well written and easy to understand, but there are some grammatical errors and sentence structure issues that should be corrected.
For example:
“The two groups divided into subgroups” should be written as “The two groups were divided into subgroups.”
Make sure the same unit style (µg/dL) is used throughout.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this is a meaningful study that adds local insight into the biochemical aspects of cervical cancer. The results are clear and could be helpful for further research in cancer biomarkers. The paper should be accepted after the authors make the suggested minor corrections to improve the clarity and scientific presentation.
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