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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly important for the scientific community as it reviews the evolving role of the Emergency Department in responding to mass casualty incidents (MCIs), an area of growing global concern. By analyzing triage, surge capacity, and decontamination strategies, it provides practical insights for clinicians, administrators, and policymakers. The synthesis of lessons learned from past disasters and pandemics makes it relevant for strengthening preparedness frameworks. The paper also identifies research gaps, encouraging future studies to address critical areas such as responder mental health and evidence-based triage validation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is suitable, clear, and accurately reflects the scope and content of the article. No changes required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and outlines the objectives, methods, and key themes well. However, it could be improved by highlighting the main findings and recommendations in a more structured format (objectives → methods → results → conclusions). This would help readers quickly grasp the paper’s contribution.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct and logically structured. The methodology is explained, but further detail on the number of studies included and justification for exclusion criteria would add rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant and largely recent. However, the article would benefit from adding more 2023–2025 references on disaster medicine, surge capacity planning, and triage simulation studies. For example:

· Breistein et al., Scandinavian Journal of Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine, 2024 (hospital preparedness for MCIs).

· Kübler et al., JMIR Serious Games, 2025 (VR simulation for MCI responders).

· Liu et al., arXiv, 2025 (AI-driven triage decision support).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear, professional, and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor editing for brevity could make some sections more concise, but overall readability is strong.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-organized and insightful review. It makes a meaningful contribution to the literature on MCI preparedness and will be valuable for both academic readers and practitioners. Updating references and strengthening the abstract will further enhance its quality.
· The manuscript is strong, timely, and scientifically relevant.

· Only minor improvements are needed in terms of updating references, providing more detail in methodology, and polishing the abstract.
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