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	The research adopted a descriptive survey design, and the population comprised all households within Guli Babba Community. Data were collected through house-to-house enumeration using a checklist to identify the availability and types of toilet facilities, as well as through structured questionnaires designed to assess community members’ attitudes, behaviors, and perceptions toward open defecation. The collected data were analyzed using simple frequencies and percentages. Findings revealed that out of 223 households surveyed, 200 had some form of toilet facility, while 23 households lacked toilets entirely. Despite this, over 200 individuals still engaged in open defecation, either fully or partially. The community relies solely on an earth dam as its primary source of water. Major factors responsible for open defecation were identified as poverty, illiteracy, poor sanitation, dilapidated toilets, lack of access to improved toilet facilities, and cultural practices related to sharing toilets among extended families. The effects of open defecation in the study area include sexual harassment and violence, loss of dignity, high morbidity and mortality from diarrheal diseases, intestinal helminth infections, cholera outbreaks, malnutrition, and miscarriage, among others.
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