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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses an important topic related to environmental health and risk assessment. Studies on the dermal exposure to heavy metals and evaluating the heavy metals in the aquatic environment is highly relevant, particularly, in regions affected by industrial and anthropogenic activities. The study provides an understanding of the baseline health risk  associated with Qua Iboe River, Nigeria.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes. The current title effectively captures all aspects of the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is found bit long and includes methodological detail. It would be better if only highlight the objectives, key findings, and conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct and relevant.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	It is advised to include recent international references (2020–2025) on heavy metal risk assessment to strengthen the literature base. Some in-text references are not fully listed (e.g., “Wokoma, 2014” is not in the reference).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript needs language editing to correct grammar, and sentence structure. Several typographical errors are present.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Introduction is excessively lengthy and includes too many general statements and literature citations that weakens the main focus of the paper.
2. Tables are lengthy and difficult to follow.

3. The discussion should be more analytical rather than descriptive. Many sections simply restate values rather than interpret their environmental or health implications.

4. The manuscript presents meaningful work but requires improvements in structure, scientific interpretation, and presentation.
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