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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The script talks about the challenges in food safety and production practices for staple crops like maize and cassava in Delta State, Nigeria, which have significant implications for public health food security and sustainable agricultural development. It also highlights the intersection of technical, behavioural and institutional issues in crop safety- an underexplored yet vital topic for achieving sustainable food systems. By systematically evaluating the relationship between farmers’ socio-demographic factors, extension services and the adoption of good agricultural and Hygienic Practices. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is clear and accurately reflects the scripts content. It accurately conveys the geographic scope, crops studied and the primary focus. A catchier suggestion could be, “Food Safety Risks and Production Practices of Maize and Cassava Farmers in Delta State, Nigeria: A District-Level Assessment”.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract seems comprehensive with clarity and relevance. Some key facts to be clearly mentioned like sample size, statistical tools and brief note on the policy relevance.  Consider also adding a sentence that emphasizes the impact of extension access and education in shaping food safety behaviours to fully capture the studies’ main conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript seems scientifically sound. It employs a well-structured cross-sectional survey, uses appropriate sampling and analysis. It seems to correctly apply statistical methods to test relationships in details. The scripts logically interpret the results in light of previous literature supported by presented evidence. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are extensive, including numerous recent papers up to 2025 from seemingly relevant journals and sources. For further addition consider adding comparative studies from other developing regions or referencing systematic reviews on smallholder food safety interventions for broader applicability. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The script’s language seems to be clear, formal and generally suitable for scholarly communication. Some minor editing could improve succinctness and flow, particularly in longer paragraphs. But overall, the English quality meets academic standards. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues were found and no direct plagiarism issues were found.
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