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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses the critical issue of food safety risks in the production of staple crops-maize and cassava-which are vital for food security, rural livelihoods, and agro-industrial development in Nigeria. It highlights the gaps in knowledge and practice among smallholder farmers regarding the use of chemicals, post-harvest handling, and the adoption of Good Agricultural and Hygienic Practices. The study’s findings emphasize the role of education and agricultural extension services in improving food safety compliance, providing evidence-based insights for policy-making and institutional improvements. The paper focuses on  the under-researched regional context in sub-Saharan Africa advances understanding of the systemic challenges and offers practical recommendations for enhancing sustainable and safe food production systems.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The current title is suitable as it clearly reflects the manuscript’s content—assessment of production practices and food safety risks related to maize and cassava farming in specific districts of Delta State, Nigeria. It is informative and concise.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, summarizing the research background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusions effectively. It clearly states the significance of maize and cassava as staple foods, outlines the production and food safety issues investigated, and highlights the role of socio-demographic factors and extension services in food safety practice adoption. However, it is suggested to briefly mention the sample size and study design in the abstract for clarity and add a sentence on policy implications to strengthen the conclusion.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The paper is scientifically sound, with a well-organized methodology including descriptive cross-sectional survey design, multi-stage sampling, and appropriate statistical analyses (chi-square and logistic regression). The results are supported by data, and interpretations align with existing literature. The study appropriately integrates qualitative and quantitative methods for a robust assessment of food safety risks and compliance behaviors.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and recent, drawing from 2021 to 2025 literature that supports the study's context and findings. No additional references are required 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The article language quality is suitable for scholarly communication. It is clear, formal, and coherent, with appropriate terminology for the field. Minor language polishing may be needed for flow and readability in some parts, but overall it meets academic standards
	

	Optional/General comments
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and important but would benefit from minor improvements in abstract clarity and some language polishing.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No apparent ethical issues are identified.
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