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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study makes an important contribution to second language acquisition and bilingual education research in the African context. It addresses a genuine gap in empirical evidence on the effectiveness of French immersion in Nigeria, combining quantitative and qualitative methods. The findings are valuable for policymakers, curriculum designers, and teacher educators aiming to strengthen multilingual and intercultural education in West Africa. The research also enriches global debates on immersion pedagogy in postcolonial contexts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear, informative, and accurately reflects the study’s objectives and scope. It effectively captures both the linguistic and intercultural focus of the paper.

No change suggested.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured. It clearly presents the purpose, methods, sample, instruments, and expected contributions. However, it could briefly mention the main findings and numerical outcomes for stronger impact.
Suggestion: Add a sentence summarizing key quantitative results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is methodologically sound. The mixed-method quasi-experimental design, use of CEFR-aligned testing, and cross-cultural competence scales are appropriate. Statistical analyses (ANCOVA, regression, t-tests) are correctly applied.
Minor weaknesses: The pilot reliability analysis section could be moved to the methodology, and discussion could engage more with limitations (regional scope, non-random sampling, short-term assessment).
Overall, scientifically correct with minor refinements recommended.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are recent and relevant (mostly post-2010), with key authors (Genesee, Cummins, Swain, Byram, Deardorff). 
Minor improvements: check for duplicate citations (Richards & Rodgers appears twice), verify links, and add 1–2 recent African bilingual education studies (2022–2024) if available.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is clear, formal, and academic. Occasional stylistic redundancies and typographical issues should be corrected, but they do not hinder comprehension.
Acceptable for publication after minor polishing.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-executed and well-organized study. Its combination of linguistic and intercultural outcomes is novel in Nigeria’s context. Data are credible, and the results have strong practical implications for language policy and teacher education.
Suggestion: Strengthen the discussion by linking findings to broader African or ECOWAS multilingual education policies.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
None apparent. Participants are students and teachers in educational settings, with no sensitive or personal data disclosed.
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