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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a concrete, under-researched problem: how English reading is taught in Tanzanian public primary schools and which constraints teachers face, using primary data from five schools in Mbarali District. By focusing on early-grade reading (Standard III) and connecting teachers’ reported practices to Vygotskian ideas about scaffolding, the study contributes useful empirical evidence to debates about EFL pedagogy, literacy development, and teacher professional development in low-resource contexts. Its practical recommendations (e.g., need for learner-centered approaches and ongoing in-service training) are directly relevant to policymakers, teacher educators, and NGOs working on basic education and literacy. The qualitative, classroom-focused findings help fill a geographic and contextual gap in the literature on teaching-reading strategies in Sub-Saharan Africa and can inform comparative work and intervention design. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Overall the title is good but there are some redundant words in it. Here are my suggestions:
1. Instructional Strategies and Challenges in Teaching English Reading in Tanzanian Public Primary Schools.

2. Teaching English Reading in Tanzania’s Primary Schools: Teachers’ Strategies and Challenges
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is mostly adequate, it includes background, the aim, the qualitative methods, sample size, main findings and a short conclusion. However, the author is recommended to: 1. Add explicit labels for design, methods, sample (e.g., “qualitative case study; semi-structured interviews with 10 Standard III teachers in five Mbarali schools”), and analytic approach. 2. Synthesize findings into 2–3 crisp statements (major practices + main barriers) rather than long lists. 3. Add one sentence on implications and one brief limitation (transferability). 4. Delete generic background sentences and repetitive phrasing; add location/method keywords for indexing.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, in overall approach and relevance, but it needs clearer methodological transparency and more cautious claims. However, several key revisions are needed: clarify the sampling strategy and limits to transferability. Please add a short reflexivity statement and operational definitions for central constructs, soften any broad national claims drawn from this small purposive sample, include an explicit Limitations paragraph, and perform minor copy-editing to improve clarity—addressing these points will substantially strengthen the manuscript’s credibility and usefulness.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript’s reference list contains several recent and relevant sources (including items dated 2022–2025) but would be strengthened by adding a few high-impact, field-level reports and empirical studies on early-grade reading and learning poverty in Tanzania/Africa to better situate the work. For example, cite the Tanzania EGRA / national early grade reading assessment reports (RTI/USAID) and large summaries of the learning-poverty crisis (World Bank / UNICEF) so readers see how the local findings fit national trends. Also consider adding recent implementation and evaluation studies on teacher-focused reading interventions (e.g., Piper’s work on structured pedagogy and other EGRA-based evaluations, and recent program evaluations such as Room to Read’s Tanzania impact report). These additions will improve the paper’s policy relevance and literature coverage.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally readable and the meaning is clear, but it requires careful copy-editing for grammar, word choice, repetition, and tighter sentence structure to meet scholarly publishing standards. I recommend a focused language edit (native-level proofreading) to fix minor errors, remove duplicated sentences/phrasing, and improve flow—this will make the arguments and methods presentation more professional and easier for reviewers and readers to follow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript requires major revision. Rationale: the manuscript addresses an important topic and is methodologically appropriate, but omissions in analytic transparency (coders, theme development, saturation), reflexivity, and sampling/transferability—plus repetitive text and language issues. I recommend the authors add reflexivity and operational definitions, soften broad claims, include a Limitations paragraph, strengthen references (national EGRA/World Bank/RTI work), and perform careful copy-editing; after these substantial revisions the manuscript could be reconsidered.
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