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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research gives insights into the lived experiences of Information Technology students during the implementation of new educational modalities brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. The research highlights the real challenges faced by the IT students such as internet connectivity, lack of suitable devices, and limited interaction, which are often overlooked in more generalized studies. By doing the research and documenting these experiences, the research may contribute to the growing body of knowledge on distance learning and its implications for equity and accessibility in higher education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Challenges and Adaptations of IT Students in Distance Learning Amid COVID-19 Pandemic
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Avoid redundancy
Clarify the research design: it mentions both “descriptive quantitative” and “phenomenological approach,” which is contradictory since phenomenology is qualitative.

Add a stronger statement on the significance of the findings for educational policy or practice.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct since follows a sound qualitative methodology “phenomenology with thematic analysis” and presents clear findings. However, the stated “descriptive quantitative research design” in the abstract is misleading and should be corrected to align with the qualitative nature of the study. The analysis and conclusions are appropriate for the research questions posed.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references of the research is sufficient and include recent works (2020–2021) relevant to COVID-19 and distance learning. However, a few more international and Philippine-based studies on digital equity, online pedagogy, and rural student experiences could strengthen the literature review such as Studies on digital divide in rural higher education contexts and Recent CHED/DepEd reports or policy papers on post-pandemic education in the Philippines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	needs few refinements for clarity and conciseness. Some of the sentences in the research are overly long, redundant, or awkwardly structured.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The abstract of the research has methodological inconsistency. It claims both quantitative and phenomenological at the same time which is contradicting with each other; the title is unclear and needs refinement; some parts of the introduction and literature review show patchwriting which needs original paraphrasing; the English or language needs editing for conciseness and scholarly tone; and finally, the discussion could better connect findings to broader theoretical frameworks.
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