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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides useful insights into how international students adapted to online and in-person learning during COVID-19. It highlights the challenges they faced and the strategies they used to adjust, offering guidance for educators and policymakers. The findings add to global discussions on improving support for students during future disruptions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Students’ Online Learning Experiences and Adjustment Strategies During COVID-19. A Case Study of International Students in a Selected Chinese University in China,” is clear but a bit long and slightly repetitive (“in a Selected Chinese University in China”).

Suggested title: “International Students’ Online Learning Experiences and Adjustment Strategies During COVID-19: A Case Study in China”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear but can be shorter and more focused. It already explains the purpose, method, and key finding, but it repeats the point about the pandemic and does not give enough details on the main challenges or how students adjusted. It would help to combine the first sentences, add a few specific results like internet problems or stress, and mention how the study can guide schools and policymakers. Also, simpler wording such as “this study explores” instead of “the research intended to understand” will make it easier to read and more direct.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is generally correct and fits its purpose. The use of interviews and the chosen theories are appropriate. However, the sample is small and from only one university, so the findings should not be generalized. It would help to explain more about how the interviews were analyzed and to add a clear note study limit. Overall, the research is sound but needs these small improvements for stronger scientific quality.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are mostly relevant and cover key topics on online learning and student adjustment during COVID-19. However, many are from 2020–2021, and only a few newer sources are included. Adding a few recent studies (2022–2024) on post-pandemic online learning and international student experiences would strengthen the paper and show current developments. Suggested additions could include:

1. Recent global or China-based studies on hybrid or blended learning after COVID-19.

2. Updated research on international students’ mental health and coping strategies in higher education.

3. New articles on digital divide and equity in online learning published in 2023–2024.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable but needs editing for clearer scholarly writing. Grammar and sentence structure are generally correct, yet some sentences are long and repetitive, and there are occasional awkward phrases. Shortening sentences, removing repeated ideas, and checking verb tenses would improve readability. A careful proofread or light professional editing will make the language smoother and more suitable for academic publication.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a timely topic and provides valuable insights into international students’ learning experiences during COVID-19. The qualitative approach and use of constructivist and Maslow frameworks are appropriate and add depth. To strengthen the paper, consider tightening the language, reducing repetition, and adding more recent references. Clarifying the sampling process, detailing the data analysis steps, and highlighting key limitations will also improve the overall quality and scholarly impact.
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