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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the role of parental and community engagement in primary and early childhood education in Plateau Central, Nigeria, a region where this topic has not been extensively studied. The research highlights key challenges, such as socio-cultural and economic factors that limit engagement, while also emphasizing the positive influence of active parental and community participation on students' academic and social outcomes. The findings offer a deeper understanding of how these factors can be leveraged to improve educational quality, making the study essential for policymakers, educators, and researchers focused on enhancing educational systems in similar contexts. Moreover, the recommendations can serve as a foundation for
future research and practice in other regions of Nigeria and beyond.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is suitable as it clearly conveys the focus of the study. However, a more concise alternative could be: "Parental and Community Engagement in Primary and Early Childhood Education: A Case Study from Plateau Central, Nigeria," which keeps the essence intact but shortens the wording for impact.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract provides a general overview of the study, but it lacks sufficient detail in several areas. The methodology section should include more specifics, such as the exact research design, sampling techniques, and data analysis methods. The results should also be more precise, with specific data or percentages to clarify the extent of parental and community involvement. Finally, it would be helpful to briefly reference the theoretical framework and discuss both theoretical and practical recommendations, offering a
clearer connection to broader educational theories and real-world applications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Introduction: The problem statement in the introduction is not specific enough. While it mentions the importance of parental and community engagement, it lacks a clear articulation of the precise issues in Plateau Central. The introduction should focus on specifying the challenges in this region, such as low parental involvement, socio-economic barriers, and lack of community support structures, to set the stage for the research gap more effectively.
Literature Review: The literature review provides an overview of general concepts but needs a more focused and critical approach. It could benefit from a deeper examination of studies directly related to Plateau Central or similar regions in Nigeria. Moreover, the review should more clearly connect these studies to the research objectives and provide a better synthesis of how the existing literature informs the current study.
Methodology: The methodology section requires more detailed clarification of the survey procedure. While the sampling technique is described, the exact steps of data collection (e.g., how the questionnaires were distributed, how responses were managed, and how the survey was adapted for different groups) need further elaboration. A clear step-by-step outline of the survey process would enhance the transparency and reproducibility of the study. Results: The results should more closely align with the research questions and objectives. For instance, when presenting data, it would be helpful to highlight how specific results directly respond to each research question. Currently, the presentation of results is somewhat generalized, and the study could benefit from a more structured approach that ties data explicitly to the research goals.
Discussion: The discussion should ensure that all research questions are addressed comprehensively. It is crucial to match the points discussed in the results section with the original research questions and objectives. The analysis should provide more in-depth insights into why certain patterns in the data were observed and how they relate to existing theories or literature, which would strengthen the manuscript’s contribution to the scientific
community.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally relevant, but the overall number of references is limited. Many of the references seem to be from older studies, and there is a need for more recent research to ensure the manuscript reflects current trends and developments in the field of parental and community engagement in education. Incorporating newer studies will strengthen the theoretical framework and provide a more up-to-date context for the study's findings. Moreover, including a broader range of sources—particularly from recent publications or studies from similar regions—would provide a more comprehensive perspective and better support the arguments made throughout the manuscript. Additionally, referencing more local or regional studies from Nigeria or Plateau Central would make the research more contextually grounded.
It is also important to note that research of this nature requires a substantial body of relevant and up-to-date
	



	
	references to establish credibility and comprehensiveness. The manuscript would benefit from including at least 25 references to adequately support its claims and to reflect a thorough review of existing literature. Expanding the references with more recent and diverse sources would improve the academic rigor and relevance of the
manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally relevant, but the overall number of references is limited. The majority of the references seem to be from older studies, and there is a need for more recent research to ensure the manuscript reflects current trends and developments in the field of parental and community engagement in education. Incorporating newer studies will strengthen the theoretical framework and provide a more up-to-date context for the study's findings. Moreover, including a broader range of sources—particularly from recent publications or studies from similar regions—would provide a more comprehensive perspective and better support the arguments made throughout the manuscript. Additionally, referencing more local or regional studies from Nigeria or Plateau Central would make the research more contextually grounded.
It is also important to note that research of this nature requires a substantial body of relevant and up-to-date references to establish credibility and comprehensiveness. The manuscript would benefit from including at least 25 references to adequately support its claims and to reflect a thorough review of existing literature. Expanding the references with more recent and diverse sources would improve the academic rigor and relevance of the manuscript.
	

	Optional/General comments
	1. The problem statement in the introduction needs more specificity. It would be beneficial to focus on particular challenges within Plateau Central, such as socio-economic barriers, cultural norms, and institutional limitations that affect parental and community engagement in education.
2. The literature review provides a good foundation but could be enhanced by incorporating more recent and relevant studies, particularly those from the last 5-10 years. It should also critically engage with the literature to directly align with the study's objectives and problem statement.
3. The methodology section is clear but would benefit from a more detailed explanation of the data collection procedure, including specific steps taken during the survey, how the data were managed, and how the sample was selected. This would enhance the study’s transparency and reproducibility.
4. The results section should be more clearly aligned with the research questions and objectives. A more structured approach that directly links the findings to the study's goals would improve the clarity and focus of the data presentation.
5. The discussion should ensure that all research questions and objectives are comprehensively addressed. It would be useful to link the findings to existing theories and literature more explicitly, offering a deeper understanding of how the results contribute to the field.
6. The manuscript currently includes a limited number of references, which should be expanded. More recent sources and a broader variety of references would enhance the depth of the literature review. Including at least 25 relevant and up-to-date references would strengthen the manuscript and reflect current trends in the field.
7. The research would be more impactful if it drew upon studies specifically from Plateau Central or similar regions in Nigeria, which would provide greater contextual relevance to the findings.
8. While the study discusses some practical recommendations, it would benefit from further elaboration on the policy implications of the findings and how they can be applied in real-world educational settings
9. The study highlights the importance of engaging stakeholders, but more emphasis could be placed on developing structured mechanisms for involving parents and community members in school management and decision-making processes.

Reasoning:
· The manuscript presents a valuable topic with good potential for contributing to the field of education research in Plateau Central, Nigeria.
· However, the problem statement could be more specific, the literature review needs more recent and diverse sources, and the methodology needs clearer procedural details.
· The results section aligns with the research questions but requires further clarification, and the discussion should be more comprehensive in addressing all aspects of the study's objectives.
The manuscript would benefit from substantial revision to address these points, improve the academic rigor, and enhance its contribution to the field.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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