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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is of great value in terms of studying the organic contaminant. As most of the studies are focused on inorganic ones. Also, the correlation with the human health, has also improved the impact. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Consider green as correction/addition and red as error/replacement

1. Riverine communities also depend on it for other domestic use.
2. Potential human activities in the study area include boating, fishing, sand mining, transportation, among others etc.
3. The results showed demonstrated/disclosed that the total PCBs (∑ 28 PCBs) concentrations in fish ranged from 30.26 to 107.07ngg-1.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes,

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Few suggestions are given in comments. It is humbly advised to add the same.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes,

But few suggestions are given in comments.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. It is advised to add a relevant citation to support the claim made in the statement “As industrialization, urbanization and climate change limit rainfall, water pollution has been connected to human and aquatic ecosystems health issues worldwide” Suggestion is given below.
Papadkar JN, Ganvir PS, Nimbarte GR, Patre PP, Barsagade AU and Chandekar RD. A REVIEW OVER THE CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HYDRO-GEOCHEMISTRY AND BIOACCUMULATION IN SPECIAL REFERENCE TO COALFIELDS. 2023:12(4);15288-15297.

Ganvir, P.S. and Papadkar, J.N. (2022). HYDROGEOCHEMISTRY AND HUMAN HEALTH: A BRIEF REVIEW. International Journal of Food and Nutritional Sciences, 11(11), 223-227.

2. According to Kim et al. and others (2018), ecological deterioration and a million new water pollution related diseases each year kill over ten million people who lived in tropical countries.
3. It is advised to add relevant citations to support the claim made in the statement “These contaminants which can be inorganic such as trace metals or organic substances such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) when present in elevated levels in an aquatic ecosystem cause environmental toxicity and health risk.” Suggestions are given below.
Ganvir, P. S., & Guhey, R. (2020). ASSESSMENT OF SOME HEAVY METALS TOXICITY AND ITS PROBABLE REMEDIATION IN GROUNDWATER AROUND TELWASA AND GHUGUS AREA OF WARDHA VALLEY COALFIELDS, MAHARASHTRA. Journal of The Indian Association of Sedimentologists (peer reviewed), 37(1), 33-43.
Ganvir, P. S., & Guhey, R. (2021). Geochemical Studies of some Heavy Metals’ Toxicity in Groundwater with their Plausible Sources around Gondwana Supergroup, Wardha valley Coalfields, Maharashtra. Journal of the Geological Society of India, 97(11), 1415-1421. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12594-021-1881-1
4. It is advised to add relevant citations to support the claim made in the statement “Diverse human activities have resulted in discharge of numerous chemicals including as bye products into the environment and the fate of these chemicals is of great concern.” Suggestions are given below.
Ganvir, P. S., & Guhey, R. (2022, June). Hydro-geochemical elucidation and its implications in the Wardha valley coalfields of central India. In IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science (Vol. 1032, No. 1, p. 012015). IOP Publishing. https://doi:10.1088/1755-1315/1032/1/012015
Ganvir, P.S. and Nimbarte, G.R. (2023). A Systematic Approach to Approximate the Sources of Contaminants in the Groundwater Studies. IOSR Journal of Applied Geology and Geophysics (IOSR-JAGG), 11(2), 23-28. https://doi.org/10.9790/0990-1102012328
5. PCBs are non-polar hazardous chemicals with 209 congeners but according to Adeyemi et al and others (2009) only 130 congeners are present in industrial combinations.
6. Look after the in-text citations [as per above comment] throughout the manuscript and correct it as per the above comment. 

7. It is advised to put the in-text citation at the end of the statement as against done in the statement “Benthic organisms present in the sediment of an aquatic ecosystems such as crustaceans, snails, and phytoplankton ingest these organic matter contaminated with PCBs (Filipkowska, 2013) where it eventually gets accumulated in the tissues of fish_.
8. Also, early exposure of humans to PCBs 167, 187 and 203 may lead to the development of breast cancer especially among the postpartum women (Morgan et al., (2017).
9. Refer comment 8 for the statement “Nigeria is generally characterised by high loadings of increasing waste generation (Ademoroti, 1996) most of which are disposed without treatment and consequent entrance into aquatic environments (Arukwe et al., 2012).” Suggestion - “Nigeria is generally characterised by high loadings of increasing waste generation most of which are disposed without treatment and consequent entrance into aquatic environments (Ademoroti, 1996; Arukwe et al., 2012)”
10. It is advised to replace the figure 1 with high resolution one. 
11. The decapitated fish samples were filleted on both sides, placed in a porcelain crucible and dried in an oven. The dried muscles were homogenised using mortar and pestle (Akpan et al.,  et al.,  2024).
· It is advised to review the in-text citation and corresponding references in terms of format.

· It is also advised to look after minor grammatical and punctuation errors.

· It is also advised to look after the mathematical formulations and corresponding implications in form of tables, figures and inferences. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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