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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical issue in development economics and public finance: domestic revenue mobilization through the taxation of SMEs. Its importance lies in its focus on a smaller, under-researched council (Mafinga), providing valuable empirical evidence that complements existing studies from major urban centers
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally suitable, accurate, and descriptive. It clearly reflects the content and scope of the study. No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured. However, to enhance it, the specific key findings (e.g., the nearly 50% neutral perception of officer effectiveness and the 52.5% corruption perception) could be more prominently highlighted alongside the general conclusions. This would immediately signal the study's most striking empirical contributions to the reader.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust. It employs a clear mixed-methods approach, with a well-explained sampling strategy (including the use of Slovin's formula) and appropriate data analysis techniques 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are largely sufficient and include a good mix of foundational theories (e.g., Allingham & Sandmo, 1972), regional studies, and recent works (e.g., from 2024 and 2025). To further strengthen the context, consider citing:
1. Bird, R. M., & Zolt, E. M. (2008). Taxation and Development. The MIT Press. (For a broader theoretical perspective on challenges in developing countries).
2. Joshi, A., Prichard, W., & Heady, C. (2014). Taxing the Informal Economy: The Current State of Knowledge and Agendas for Future Research. The Journal of Development Studies, 50(10), 1325-1347
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally clear and suitable for scholarly communication. However, there are numerous minor grammatical errors, typographical mistakes (e.g., "EMPERICAL," "trans parent," "mint SME's"), and formatting inconsistencies (e.g., in tables, reference list). A thorough proofreading and copyediting pass is highly recommended to polish the manuscript to a publication standard.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1.Clarity in Objectives: The paper states a "specific objective" but the introduction and abstract suggest a broader aim of assessing "taxation challenges." Clarifying the link between the overarching goal and the specific objective focused on "enforcement mechanisms" would strengthen the paper's focus.
2. Repetition: There is some repetition in the literature review, particularly the paragraph on Magasha et al. (2025) is repeated. This should be consolidated.
3. Conceptual Framework: Figure 1 is referenced but not included in the provided text. The manuscript would benefit from its visual representation.
4. Discussion Depth: The discussion could be enhanced by more deeply exploring the paradox of a majority perceiving the system as transparent while also reporting high levels of corruption.
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