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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides critical, empirically-derived data on the economic and environmental costs of sand mining degradation, a pressing yet understudied issue in developing regions. It offers a valuable methodological framework, integrating soil science analysis with robust cost-benefit calculations (NPV), to quantify the long-term agricultural losses against short-term mining leases. The findings are significant for policymakers and stakeholders, providing evidence-based guidance for regulating extractive industries and designing interventions to support sustainable land management and food security, directly contributing to the achievement of SDG 2.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is good and acceptable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is good and covers the essential elements of the study. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	1.Appropriate Methodology: The use of a multi-stage sampling technique is suitable for capturing a representative sample of the farming population. The combination of descriptive statistics, empirical soil analysis, and Net Present Value (NPV) calculation is a robust and interdisciplinary approach that effectively connects the biophysical problem with its socioeconomic impact.

2.Valid Economic Framework: Employing NPV is the correct and standard financial tool for comparing long-term economic outcomes of investments (like land remediation) versus a one-time payment (leasing to miners). It accounts for the time value of money, which is crucial for a 5-year comparison.

3.Empirical Data: The reliance on primary data collection from farmers and, crucially, laboratory soil analysis provides an objective, measurable basis for the study's claims about land degradation. This moves the research beyond mere perception and into evidence-based science.

4.Logical Conclusions: The conclusions and recommendations directly follow from the results. If the data shows remediation is costly but farming is more profitable in the long run, then the recommendations to stop leasing land and to seek policy regulation are logically sound and supported.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is relevant but has significant weaknesses in its composition, currency, and academic rigor. While it covers the core themes of the manuscript (sand mining, agriculture, SDGs, and economic analysis), it relies too heavily on non-peer-reviewed sources, outdated materials, and sources that lack academic authority. This undermines the scientific credibility of the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality of the manuscript is functional but requires significant revision to meet the standard expected for international scholarly communication. While the core meaning is generally understandable, the writing contains numerous errors and non-idiomatic phrasing that can impede readability, reduce clarity, and detract from the professional credibility of the work.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a highly relevant and valuable study that addresses a critical issue at the intersection of environmental degradation, agricultural sustainability, and rural economics in Nigeria. The interdisciplinary approach, combining robust soil science with economic analysis, is a significant strength and produces compelling, evidence-based conclusions. The manuscript has the potential to make a meaningful contribution to the literature and inform policy decisions.
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