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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study analyses the impact of Index-Based Livestock Insurance (IBLI) on poverty reduction in Hadado sub-County, Kenya, widely recognized as a pastoralist community and exposed to climate change risks. By employing mixed-methods which includes questionnaires, interview schedules, and the Difference-in-Differences (DiD) econometric technique on 286 randomly selected pastoralist households, the study provides empirical evidence on the economic importance of IBLI in protecting the livelihoods and capital of Kenyan pastoralist households. Although existing empirical literature already provide evidence on the positive effects of IBIL on adaptation strategies, income, and short-term welfare of pastoralists in Kenya and other African countries, as well as its shortcomings which affect uptake, this study adds to the body of literature by evaluating the pre- and post-IBIL program effect on the long-term poverty outcomes of households in drought-prone Kenya. Thus, it provides empirical evidence on why the governments, insurance companies, and other relevant stakeholders must ensure the effectiveness and uptake of IBIL programs in pastoralist communities and regions if overall social welfare must be achieved in the presence of climate impacts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the topic is appropriate and captures the focus of the study as well as the specific location been studied. An alternative and shorter version, if required, can be “Index-Based Livestock Insurance and Poverty Alleviation: Evidence from Kenya” – while still focused on Hadado sub-County as reference/evidence. Either way, the result can be extended to other pastoralists communities in Kenya.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The Abstract is well written, carefully highlighting the motivation, objective, methodology, results, and policy recommendations or relevance. Minor errors to be corrected include: (1). Line 4: remove the double full-stop after regions and before Index; (2). Line 9: “…mixed-methods approach to collect primary ‘data’ from…” I mean including the word ‘data’ after the word ‘primary’.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Generally, the manuscript is scientifically correct. Firstly, the study is hinged on the Asset-Based Livelihoods (ALF) theoretical framework, which provides a strong support for the study and gives direction on expected outcomes. 
Secondly, the empirical design of the study leveraged the DiD econometric model which is appropriate in the evaluation of programs between treated and control groups while eliminating bias across groups. Also, the author provided justifications for the use of the DiD model while stating basic assumptions and the important parallel trend test. However, in section 2.6.2, the author mentioned using pre-trend/study plots (which will provide a clear visual evidence), but there was no such plot in the manuscript. Other methods used to validate the parallel trend assumption still holds. I suggest only the methods used in testing the parallel trend assumption be mentioned. In addition, the author mentioned some robustness checks, for example, by adding flexible controls for time-varying confounders such as drought intensity and market access, etc., but the result has limited information on this. I suggest including in this section only the actual robustness checks carried out in the study, to avoid incomplete information.
Lastly, other important diagnostic tests were explained and tested, as well as using clustered robust SEs to account for heteroskedasticity and intra-cluster correlation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, other past and recent related studies on IBIL, and pastoral communities in Kenya as well as other countries are correctly cited.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the study follows scholarly reporting style communication, and the information can easily be assimilated by different audiences. Also, the sentence and paragraph structure allow for a strong communication flow. However, there are some minor corrections to note. For example:
1. In the Introduction, line 4-5, “In Kenya…providing over 75% of the livestock.” I suggest replacing livestock with livestock feed if the landmass and surface area are referred to. Livestock simply means domesticated animals for agricultural purpose
2. In Line 9 of the introduction section, I suggest creating another paragraph to start from “Index-Based Livestock Insurance (IBIL) has become…” since it provides a new information.

3. In Paragraph 3 of the introduction, line 2, remove the second full stop mark between the words ‘areas’ and ‘According’.

4. In Paragraph 4 of the introduction section, Line 1, “…among pastoralists of in Kenya.” I suggest removing ‘of’

5. In Paragraph 5 of the introduction section, Line 6-7, “The study will help to plug essential empirical and policy research gaps as it will offer strong evidence of how IBLI can be used to alleviate poverty in Kenya.” I suggest rephrasing this sentence for more clarity and conciseness, for example, the study will provide important empirical evidence and close existing research gaps on how IBIL can be used as an effective poverty alleviation tool in Kenya.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The author can provide results for the various robustness checks mentioned in Section 2.6.2 for more validity.
Other minor corrections:
1. In Section 2.1, Line/sentence 2 “The region is classified as  ASALs…” Kindly remove the extra gap between ‘as and ASALs’

2. In Section 2.2, Line 1 “The acquisition of the convergent …” I suggest r removing the word ‘acquisition’ or replacing with a more suitable word given the context of the sentence. For example, ‘The convergent parallel trend mixed-methods was applied to study…’ sounds better.

3. In Section 2.2, Line 3-4, add full stop mark after the word ‘picture.’ Then begin a new sentence with ‘The quantitative aspect…’
4. In Section 2.5, Paragraph 3, line 4, ‘…such as diminishing eating styles, withdrawals, schools, or selling the breeding stock.’ I suggest rephrasing the sentence, for example, what is the effect on withdrawals and schools in the sentence?

5. In Section 2.6.1, point iii, correct to ‘β’ Similar correction should be applied in section 2.6.3, point i

6. For tables, I suggest reducing the font size of ‘Note’ and the corresponding write up that follows it, for example, between font 8-10.

7. On Page 11, point (iv), line 2, correct Table 4 to Table 5
8. For consistency, include a Note to highlight the null hypothesis in Table 6.

9. In Page 15, Line 4, “…or trusting the insurance mechanism more so” Kindly delete ‘more so’

10. Create a gap between Table 9 and the following sentence
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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