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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the scientific community by shedding light on the persistent and context-specific barriers to land use plan implementation in Tamale, Ghana. I find it valuable because it goes beyond theoretical discussions and provides empirical evidence, combining both household survey data and key informant interviews, which strengthens the rigor and credibility of the findings. What I particularly like is the way it captures the complex interplay between statutory institutions and customary authorities, highlighting issues of coordination, enforcement, and political interference that resonate across Sub-Saharan Africa. However, while the study is rich in detail, its focus is limited to Tamale, which somewhat restricts its generalizability to larger urban contexts. Overall, the manuscript addresses a critical gap, is well-structured, and offers actionable recommendations that could guide policymakers and practitioners in improving urban governance and resilience


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Challenges of Implementing Land Use Plans in Tamale, Ghana,” is clear and relevant, but it feels a bit too general for the depth of analysis presented in the manuscript. Since the paper goes beyond just “challenges” and explores institutional fragmentation, customary–statutory conflicts, weak enforcement, and environmental consequences, the title could be refined to reflect this broader scope.

A more suitable alternative might be:
“Institutional Fragmentation, Customary Conflicts, and Environmental Impacts: Challenges of Land Use Plan Implementation in Tamale, Ghana.”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of this manuscript is fairly comprehensive as it outlines the background, methods, key findings, and recommendations. However, I see scope for improvement to make it more concise and impactful. At present, the abstract leans heavily on descriptive reporting and could better highlight the contribution of the study.

Suggestions for improvement:

1. Addition: Explicitly state the significance of the study for the broader scientific and policy community in Sub-Saharan Africa, since the findings have implications beyond Tamale.

2. Addition: Briefly mention the mixed-methods triangulation as a methodological strength, which enhances credibility.

3. Deletion/Condensation: The detailed percentages (e.g., 70% not involved, 30% permits) may be trimmed to one or two key statistics so the abstract flows more smoothly.

4. Addition: End with a clearer statement of the study’s contribution — for example, how integrating traditional authorities and digitizing land records can serve as replicable strategies for other rapidly growing African cities.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This manuscript demonstrates a strong level of scientific correctness as it employs a well-structured mixed-methods design, combining household survey data with key informant interviews, which allows for triangulation and enhances the reliability of findings. The sampling procedures, use of SPSS for quantitative analysis, and thematic coding for qualitative data are clearly explained and methodologically sound. Ethical considerations, including informed consent and institutional approval, are also properly addressed, reinforcing the rigor of the study. Overall, the technical soundness lies in the systematic approach, transparent reporting of procedures, and the alignment of data analysis with the study objectives, which makes the conclusions credible and evidence-based


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in this manuscript are largely sufficient and include a balanced mix of global, regional, and Ghana-specific sources. I appreciate that many citations are recent (2020–2025), which strengthens the currency of the study. Foundational works and legal documents such as the Land Use and Spatial Planning Act (Act 925 of 2016) are also appropriately cited. However, I would suggest a few additions to further strengthen the reference base:

1. Comparative African case studies on land governance and urban planning challenges (for instance, works on Nairobi, Dar es Salaam, or Kigali) would broaden the contextual grounding beyond Ghana.

2. Recent literature on digital land management and e-governance in urban planning could complement your recommendation for digitizing land records and permitting.

3. Climate change and resilience-focused studies (particularly in West African urban contexts) could provide more depth to the environmental consequences section.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality of the manuscript is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, well-structured, and professional, with appropriate use of academic tone and terminology. Complex ideas are expressed in an accessible manner, and the integration of verbatim quotes adds richness without compromising clarity. However, a few sections—particularly in the abstract and results—are somewhat wordy and could be tightened for conciseness. Minor grammatical refinements and smoothing of sentence flow in certain passages would further improve readability, but overall, the English quality meets the standard expected for journal publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this manuscript is a well-prepared and timely contribution that addresses the critical issue of land use plan implementation in Tamale, Ghana. The study is methodologically rigorous, using a mixed-methods design that strengthens the credibility of its findings, and it successfully integrates the perspectives of households, statutory agencies, and traditional authorities. The discussion is well-aligned with existing literature and highlights both national patterns and local nuances, making the study relevant for both scholars and policymakers.

As said, a few areas could be strengthened: the abstract could be made more concise while highlighting the broader significance of the work; the title could be refined to better reflect the study’s multidimensional scope; and a few additional references on digital land governance and climate resilience in African cities would enhance the contextual depth. The manuscript would also benefit from slight language tightening in some sections, particularly in the results, to improve flow. With these refinements, the paper would be even stronger and make a valuable addition to the scholarly debate on urban planning and governance in Sub-Saharan Africa
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