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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study identified and prioritized the most common challenges faced by smallholder dairy farmers in North Kerala who practice mixed crop-livestock system. The manuscript highlights the factors, which the farmers feel, are affecting overall dairy production across four selected blocks within two districts of North Kerala. The results in this manuscript can help in guiding researchers and policymakers in designing targeted interventions for the sustainable dairy development in the region.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Authors are recommended to revise the title. 

For example: Constraints faced by smallholder dairy farmers in North Kerala or Constraints Affecting……..
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is overall inclusive. However, authors are suggested to rephrase the sentences such as “This study examines the livelihood security………”. Assessing livelihood security involves several aspects, so it is better to write something such as… This study focused on constrains affecting dairy farming livelihoods….. Also, include Garrett ranking in the keywords.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	It is recommended to include the subheadings: Study area and study population, under Methodology section. (Check STROBE checklist)
Arrange the references in alphabetic order.
1. Introduction: Include some background information related to smallholder dairy farms in North Kerala.

2. Methodology: Provide information regarding the study area and study population. What breed of cattle are reared in that area? Also, include the tentative milk production data.

Figures should be place in the same order as mentioned in the text- Kannur followed by Kozhikode.

It is recommended to include a legend in Figure 1. What do the numbers (1-15) in Figure 1 represent? Highlighting the study area would provide more clarity in the figure.

Include information on the software used for data collection, management and analysis.

It is recommended to mention major points that were covered in the questionnaire.

Tables and Figures should be placed within the text where it is relevant.

3. Result and Discussion: The sentence with the citation Rajadurai et at., 2022, seems to describe result from your study. It is confusing. Revise it. 

If possible, include information on government activities and farmer’s practices in the study area, including vaccination against major diseases.

It is recommended to include the limitation of knowledge regarding preparation for natural disaster to protect livestock as a major challenge under “Lack of institutional support” rather than as a separate factor.
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