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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper offers a vital and contextually meaningful addition to the realm of public health and community nutrition for developing nations. This study draws specific attention to the life-changing importance of ICDS’s Anganwadi teachers of India as key frontline workers for ICDS and their respective communities. This paper relies on knowledge, attitude, and practices (KAP) of Anganwadi teachers towards ‘Nutrition Education’ with a view to explore the existing gaps and the transformative power of educational intervention programs.

This study has implications for policymakers, educators, and public health experts who seek to enhance capacity-building programs and electronic learning initiatives for nutrition education. Again, women’s and children’s malnutrition can be reduced by improving the efficiency of ICDS programs with continuous learning or training for better performance.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Indeed, the title does fit the context, and it is short with all the variables covered. However, to improve readability and accuracy, the following minor modification is suggested:

Proposed Title of Study: 

“Assessment of Knowledge, Attitude, and Practices (KAP) of Anganwadi Teachers on Nutrition Education in Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh.”

This minor revision would place equal importance on the target population and the geographical context. This would add specificity to the question.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively summarizes the study’s objective, design, sample, methodology, and key findings. It clearly identifies that a significant improvement occurred between baseline and endline KAP scores following a nutrition education intervention. However, a few improvements can be made to increase its effect:

· Use complete statistical information: Also include specific information of p-values and degrees of freedom for the t-test that shows the level of significance.

· Specify the intervention: Briefly describe what the “Anganwadi teacher intervention program” entailed (e.g., digital learning modules, practical sessions).

· Specify sample design by noting that the design was randomized for three mandals to be representative.

· Refine conclusion: Relate the results to suggestions for policy or programs—for instance, incorporating online education into ICDS training programs.

These small refinements would make the abstract more analytical and policy-relevant.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	On the whole, the scientific and methodological acceptability of the manuscript is good. Through pre- and post-assessment of KAP measurements and the design of intervention experiments for analysis of effectiveness by t-test statistics, the design of this study meets a general standard of nutrition knowledge and intervention measurement for educational research. However, some methodological domains that may require improvement for rigor and replicability are:

· Information about the validation of questionnaires to establish content validity by experts and computation of reliability by Cronbach’s alpha should be provided for the manuscript.

· Explain how the total sample of 45 was determined. Mention whether a power analysis or standard sampling formula was applied.

· More information needs to be provided concerning the nature of the nutrition knowledge intervention (use of technology tools or instruction examples for demonstrating knowledge).

· Discuss potential confounders such as educational level, prior exposure to nutrition training, or digital literacy, which may influence KAP outcomes.

· Explicitly state that ethical clearance and participant consent were obtained.

This study has good applications as a paradigm for applied educational research, but further discussion of the points cited may enhance scientific transparency.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are quite adequate with citations going back to classical sources (FAO, 1997) to current literature (Vasanthi et al., 2024). A few suggestions can enhance the references provided:

· Include recent systematic reviews (2020–2024) on nutrition education interventions in community-based or ICDS-like settings.

· Use standard APA 7th Edition formatting for all citations, being consistent in capitalization, italics, and the format of the DOI.

· Omit unnecessary references that do not contribute evidence to specific conclusions.

· Include reference to WHO (2023) or UNICEF (2022) on “community nutrition workforce capacity” and “front-line worker training.”

This will increase the contemporary relevance of the paper’s foundation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English tone of the paper is understandable and good. However, there are small areas of grammatical error, long sentences, and unnecessary typing repetitions that would easily require a light touch of copy editing. Examples include:

· Replace ‘erroneous ones’ with ‘incorrect responses.

· “Another reason could be that, in comparison to young people, (below 35 years old)” to “Another reason could be that younger Anganwadi teachers (below 35 years) are more receptive to acquiring new knowledge.”

· Ensure consistent use of tense and punctuation.

A round of proofreading for languages will help improve fluency, coherence, and professionalism.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This study can be appraised for highlighting a non-descript population of workers that remains woefully under-noticed for their contribution to India’s nutrition value chain. The method of utilizing baseline and end-line tests reveals its relevance for building capacity.

Recommended to further enhance the manuscript are the following:

· Give comparisons with similar intervention-based KAP studies conducted elsewhere in Indian states or neighboring South Asian nations.

· Bar chart or Line graph should be presented for comparison of base-line and end-line mean scores of KAP.

· Discuss the implications of the findings for reforming ICDS training procedures and the integration of online learning for nutrition knowledge.

· Articulate a conclusion that emphasizes sustainability by recommending continuous learning modules and incentive programs for Anganwadi teachers.

· Propose conducting longitudinal assessments of long-term retention of nutritional knowledge and sustainability of the practices.

With these improvements, the manuscript can develop into an exemplary case study that showcases good nutrition education for community educators.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

The manuscript does not explicitly mention ethical clearance or informed consent. Since it involves human participants (teachers), it is imperative that the authors confirm ethical approval from a recognized institutional ethics committee and written consent from participants. This should be stated clearly in the Materials and Methods section.
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