


Buzzing in the City: The Rise of Urban Beekeeping and Its Ecological Impact

ABSTRACT
Urban beekeeping has gained significant attention in recent years as a sustainable response to declining bee biodiversity caused by rapid urbanization and land use changes. Despite challenges such as climate extremes, pesticide use, diseases, and limited floral resources, urban environments have emerged as potential hotspots for pollinators. Beekeeping contributes to food security, poverty alleviation, environmental protection, and pollination—key elements of sustainable development. However, successful urban beekeeping demands a sound understanding of bee biology, human behaviour, and ecological dynamics, especially in densely populated settings. This article explores the potential, challenges, and opportunities of urban beekeeping, highlighting its role in pollination, sustainable urban agriculture, biodiversity enhancement, and income generation for urban communities. Furthermore, urban green landscapes with high floral diversity and continuous bloom periods offer substantial support for urban pollinators. Urban beekeeping, when responsibly practiced, can serve as a model for ecological citizenship and nature-connected living in modern cities.
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 INTRODUCTION: Top of Form
Urbanization is a population shift from rural to urban areas seeking better opportunities, services, and a better living. In India, it began to accelerate after independence due to the country’s adoption of the mixed economy, which gave rise to the development of the private sector. Urbanization is taking place at a faster rate in India. The economy in urban areas in India, according to the 1901 census, was 11.4%. This count increased to 28.53%, according to the 2001 census, and crossed 30% as per the 2011 census, standing at 31.16%. According to a survey by the UN State of the World Population Report in 2007, by 2030, 40.76% of the country's population is expected to reside in urban areas (Srikrishna, G., 2017). Between 2000 and 2024, India's agricultural land decreased from approximately 159 million hectares in 2000 to an estimated 154 million hectares in 2024, while the urban population rose from around 28% to nearly 38% during the same period. Since 2000, rapid population growth in India's urban areas has led to the conversion of agricultural land for urban use, strained food supply chains, caused food price inflation, and exacerbated food insecurity, particularly among the urban poor. It intensifies the pressure to develop innovative agricultural technologies, including vertical farming, rooftop gardening, etc., to meet the food demands of a rapidly growing population sustainably. Recently, urban beekeeping has gained momentum in Indian cities like Bengaluru, Delhi, and Mumbai. Urban residents are increasingly adopting beekeeping not only for honey production but also to enhance urban biodiversity and support local food systems (Krishi Jagran., 2003). 
 Bottom of Form
POLLINATION:
A  pollinator  refers  to  biotic agents,  creatures,  or vectors  that transfer  pollen from  the  anthers  to the stigma of a flower. Pollination plays a vital role as a regulating ecosystem service in nature. Among the insect pollinators, solitary and social bees provide most pollination in both managed and natural ecosystems. (Rabeena I, A. Akash et al,2025). Urban beekeeping significantly contributes to strengthening urban biodiversity by supporting the pollination of diverse flora, while also aiding in local food production to help meet the nutritional demands of growing urban populations (Baldock, K.C.R. et al., 2015).
 Insects and other animal pollinators play a vital role in ensuring the successful development of crops that provide food, fibres, edible oils, medicines, and various other essential products. Their contribution is particularly significant in the production of a wide variety of fruits, vegetables, and field crops. Numerous studies emphasize that insect pollination is a key ecosystem service, supporting agricultural productivity and food security at both local and global scales. (Sahuet al. 2024)
CONTRIBUTION OF POLLINATORS
	S.NO
	CROP
	POLLINATORS

	1
	Watermelon, Tomato, Watermelon, cole crop, pumpkin and squash, lettuce, okra, onion.
	Honey bees

	2
	Lima beans, beans, beet, bitter gourd
	Thrips

	3
	Field been, Carrot, Scarlet runner bean 
	Bumble bees

	4
	Carrot, Chilli
	Solitary bees

	5
	Papaya 
	Moths


(Pannure     A), (Sharma A et al)
URBAN BEEKEEPING:
Urban beekeeping keeps bee colonies (hives) in towns and cities. It is also referred to as hobby beekeeping or backyard beekeeping. Bees from city apiaries are said to be "healthier and more productive than their country cousins."  As pollinators, bees also provide environmental and economic benefits to cities. They are essential in the growth of crops and flowers. This action helps to fertilize plants through the transfer of pollen. This not only supports urban agriculture and green spaces but also enhances the overall biodiversity of city environments. Urban beekeeping can lead to higher yields in community gardens and boost the health of local flora. Bees in urban settings often have access to different plants and flowers, which helps produce unique, high-quality honey. A study conducted by the eminents scientists at Bengaluru for bee plant interaction found bee-friendly plant species, where a total of 51 plant species, from 25 families, were visited by bees for foraging. Polylectic social bees, namely Apis florea and Tetragonula iridipennis, visited 45 and 39 plant species, and two species of solitary bees, namely Amegilla cingulata and Xylocopa violacea, visited 26 and 23 plant species, respectively. The urban green landscape was dominated by a variety of ornamental plants (49%) and also included vegetables (17.6%), fruit trees (13.7%), and weeds (19.6%). Plants that served as a source of both nectar and pollen (60.8%) were predominant over those that supplied either nectar alone (24.5%) or pollen alone (13.7%). Moreover, 72% of the species bloomed all year round, which meant that floral resources were available to bees throughout the year (Bhatta, V.R. et al., 2021).

ESSENTIAL PROTOCOLS FOR URBAN APIARY MANAGEMENT: 
Urban beekeeping is a sustainable practice that brings pollinators back to cities, but it requires thoughtful planning. Successful urban beekeeping begins with being a considerate neighbour. Always keep your hives discreet and managed to avoid complaints—gentle bees are a must in populated areas. If a colony becomes aggressive, requeening with a calm queen usually resolves the issue. Understanding bee biology is crucial; keep a reliable reference book and consider joining a local beekeeping group or taking a short course to stay informed.
Swarm prevention is key - provide ample space for brood and honey storage, and reverse brood boxes every 10 days during swarm season. If swarming continues, consider splitting the colony. Keep a clean water source nearby, like a shallow container with floats, so bees don’t seek out pools or bird baths.
Conceal your hives with fences or hedges to protect them from vandalism and direct bees to fly above head level. When inspecting hives, work quickly and avoid leaving honey exposed to prevent robbing, which makes bees aggressive. Share or rent honey extraction equipment to avoid costly investments, and always maintain enough well-kept equipment for your colony count, ideally under five in suburban settings. Keeping bees responsibly in the city means balancing your passion with respect for your environment and community. (Caron, D., 2007)

SOCIOLOGICAL PERCEPTIONS:
Urban beekeeping can be understood through three overlapping approaches: in, of, and for the city. Beekeeping in the city emphasizes the personal relationship between the beekeeper and bees, treating the city as a backdrop rather than an integrated ecological system. Broader impacts are secondary to individual experience. Beekeeping of the city reflects how urban beekeeping adapts to and is shaped by the city’s ecology, economy, and culture. Beekeepers develop localized expertise but often without prioritizing wider socioecological effects. Beekeeping for the city goes a step further, framing beekeeping as civic action aimed at benefiting the urban environment and community. However, it’s essential to distinguish good intentions from real outcomes—backyard beekeeping, for instance, may not always support biodiversity and can sometimes ignore ecological complexities. Together, these approaches highlight the varying roles of urban beekeeping in ecological and social contexts without forming a strict hierarchy of value or purpose. (Sponsler, D.B et al., 2021)
CHALLENGES AND RISKS IN URBAN BEE KEEPING:
Beekeeping is vital in ensuring global food security, reducing poverty, promoting health, protecting the environment, and facilitating plant pollination. However, beekeeping faces numerous challenges posed by biotic and abiotic factors, which have escalated in recent years. These factors, including climate change, deforestation, poor beekeeping practices, pesticides, diseases, and pests, have contributed to the decline of honeybee colonies and the production of valuable hive products. Despite these challenges, the global demand for honey and other bee products has surged significantly in recent decades, driven by their versatility and importance in various industries and applications.
The decline of honeybee populations presents a significant and alarming risk to global food security and agricultural productivity. This decline has far-reaching consequences, including the loss of vital plant species, reduced honeybee diversity, and disruption of the delicate balance of the natural ecosystem (Murray et al., 2009). These disruptions are driven by shifts in honeybee population dynamics, growth rates, and the complex relationships between pollinators and plants. As a result, conserving honeybee species while preserving their natural habitats is crucial for maintaining ecosystem health and resilience (Murray et al., 2009). 
Diseases and Pest Incidence: 
Austrian surveys show significant winter losses in honeybee colonies—up to 75%—mainly due to Varroosis, Chalkbrood, and Sacbrood (Morawetz et al., 2019). Varroa mites pose the greatest risk, especially during July and September, leading to weakened colonies and higher winter mortality. Colonies with older queens are particularly vulnerable.
Fungal diseases like Chalkbrood (Ascosphaera apis) and Stonebrood (Aspergillus spp.) infect larvae through spore contamination, particularly affecting young larvae via feeding or surface contact. Symptoms include mummified, chalky white larvae found at hive entrances. These diseases are more prevalent in temperate regions.
Bacterial threats include American Foulbrood (AFB) and European Foulbrood (EFB), both highly contagious. AFB, caused by (Paenibacillus) larvae, affects larvae, leaving dark, sunken, brittle remains. Its spores can survive over 40 years. Adult bees may survive AFB, but larvae cannot.
Viruses, particularly Deformed Wing Virus (DWV), are major concerns linked to Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). They cause deformities, bloating, and high mortality, often intensified by varroa mite infestations. Viral infections can remain latent but become symptomatic under stress.
Pests also contribute to colony decline. Mammals like honey badgers and skunks damage hives and consume bees. Wax moths destroy combs, while ants rob honey and brood, often triggering absconding behaviour. The small hive beetle (Aethina tumida) reproduces inside hives, damaging colony structures.
Mites like Varroa destructor, Acarapis woodi, Tropilaelaps species, and others are serious threats, causing respiratory and developmental issues. Though tiny, Varroa destructor causes large-scale harm. Beekeepers and researchers are working to develop effective management strategies to combat the spread of Varroa mites, including integrated Pest Management (IPM) techniques, mite-resistant bee stocks, Targeted treatments and monitoring, and best management practices for beekeeping.,  (Rabeena I, A. Akash et al.2025)
Other parasites like Braula coeca (bee louse) compete for food and damage wax. In North America, the phorid fly (Apocephalus borealis) kills bees and disrupts colonies.
These multifactorial threats emphasize the importance of integrated pest management and vigilant beekeeping practices to protect colony health.
 Temperature and Relative Humidity: 
Temperature and relative humidity play a vital role in maintaining the internal balance of a honeybee colony within the hive (Abou-Shaara et al., 2017). According to Collins (2015), an increase in temperature, humidity, wind speed, and light intensity can negatively affect honeybee behaviour and activity. When temperatures rise beyond optimal levels, honeybee foraging decreases, and the timing of flowering in plants can become mismatched with bee activity, affecting pollen and nectar collection.
Langowska et al. (2016) observed that honey yields tend to decline during the summer months in the UK due to rising temperatures. During this time, many flowering plants dry up or become dormant because of soil moisture shortages, except for certain evergreen species. In contrast, spring typically offers an abundance of flowering plants, although honeybee activity in spring also shows a negative correlation with temperature.
In Sub-Saharan Africa, beekeepers generally see the highest honey yields in late spring and early summer, which correlates with increasing seasonal temperatures. During winter, flowering is limited, and while bees may find some pollen and nectar, it's often not enough, which can trigger swarming and lower honey production. After winter, bees begin cleansing flights as temperatures warm, signalling the start of the active season.
However, warmer spring temperatures can shorten the blooming period of many plants, pushing early and late-flowering species to bloom sooner (Sparks et al., 2011). While this can extend the beekeeping season and support more exploration of nectar flows, it may reduce the initial honey yield. Overall, rising temperatures have a more pronounced impact on honeybee productivity than humidity or rainfall, often accelerating flower drying, reducing nectar production, and lowering bee activity. Climate change has further intensified these challenges through drought, deforestation, and habitat degradation, leading to poor nutrition and increased stress for honeybee colonies.
Poor post-harvest handling practices: 
Poor post-harvest handling practices—such as using inappropriate storage containers, exposing honey to dust, pests, and non-optimal environmental conditions during storage and transport—severely compromise honey quality (Bahta et al., 2018). Given honey’s dual role as food and medicine, safeguarding it from contamination is essential to public health. Common contaminants include pesticides, heavy metals, bacteria, and radioactive elements, which can diminish honey's medicinal value and, in severe cases, cause genetic mutations, infant botulism, and weakened immune responses (Al-Waili et al., 2012). 
Disturbances during hive transport, poor pest management, lack of modern equipment, and rising costs further hinder beekeeping efficiency and productivity (Biruk, 2014). Land-use changes negatively impact plant-pollinator interactions, affecting pollen nutrition and bee development (Thomson, 2012). 
Deforestation: 
Deforestation poses a significant threat to honeybee populations and the broader ecosystem services they provide. Forests serve as vital habitats for indigenous honeybee species, offering essential resources such as nectar, pollen, shelter, and water (Mustafa et al., 2015). The preservation of forest ecosystems is thus critical for sustainable apiculture and the continued production of valuable bee products. However, the ecological consequences of deforestation on honeybee diversity and health remain underexplored. Overharvesting of forest resources in recent decades has led to notable declines in honeybee populations globally (FAO, 2009).
The degradation of forest habitats not only diminishes available forage for bees but also disrupts their nesting sites and exposes them to increased threats, including overexploitation and hunting pressure (Oldroyd & Nanork, 2009). This decline in pollinator populations further weakens forest regeneration and biodiversity, creating a feedback loop that accelerates ecological degradation. Therefore, forest conservation is essential not only for sustaining honeybee populations but also for preserving the intricate pollination networks critical to forest health and resilience.

SWEET REWARD:
Although the economic impact of urban beekeeping is not well-documented, urban beekeepers generate income through various channels. These include selling hive products like honey, wax, pollen, and propolis, and offering services such as hive management and swarm removal. While most urban beekeepers earn supplemental income from these activities, some have built successful businesses that provide a full-time livelihood and even create jobs for others.
Honey:
Honey is used as a sweetener and a traditional remedy in various cultural practices. (Gunduz A et al.,2008) Honey is a complex mixture with over 181 components, primarily consisting of fructose (38%) and glucose (31%), and also containing small amounts of moisture (17.7%), acidity (0.08%), and ash (0.18%). (Nagai T et al., 2006) Honey also contains a range of other compounds, including phenolic acids, flavonoids, enzymes (like glucose oxidase and catalase), ascorbic acid, carotenoids, organic acids, amino acids, proteins, and tocopherol (Ferreres F et al., 1993) The composition of honey varies depending on factors such as climate, pollen source, environmental conditions, and processing methods (Gheldof N et al.,2002) & (Da Cazeredo L et al.,2003).
Pollen:
Bee pollen is collected by bees from the pollen of flowers. As they gather it, they mix it with a bit of nectar or secretions from their salivary glands. The bees carry this mixture back to their hives on their hind legs in the form of small pellets. Once inside the hive, worker bees that don’t fly mix the pellets with their saliva and pack them tightly into honeycomb cells. These packed cells are then sealed with a coating made of wax and honey.
Inside the sealed cells, the lack of oxygen allows a natural fermentation process to begin. This fermentation produces lactic acid, which acts as a preservative, keeping the pollen fresh and nutritious. The resulting substance becomes an important food source for both adult bees and their larvae. Beekeepers collect bee pollen using special traps that gently remove the pellets from the bees’ legs as they return to the hive (Negri G et al., Komosinska J et al., Krystyjan M et al., & Mohdaly AA et al)
Propolis:
Propolis, commonly known as “bee glue,” is a sticky, resinous substance produced by honey bees by mixing their saliva and beeswax with plant materials collected from buds, bark, and stems. The word "propolis" comes from Greek, meaning “in defense of the city,” which reflects its role in protecting the hive. Bees use propolis to seal cracks, regulate hive temperature, prevent pest invasions, and even cover the carcasses of dead intruders to stop decomposition. (Sun C et al., & Pasupuleti VR et al). This substance is rich in natural compounds and varies depending on the plants available in a region. Typically, raw propolis contains 50–60% plant resins, 30–40% waxes and fatty acids, 5–10% essential oils, 5% pollen, and around 5% amino acids, vitamins (B-complex, C, and E), and minerals. With over 300 active compounds—including flavonoids, phenolic acids, and terpenoids—scientific studies increasingly support propolis as a powerful natural remedy with medicinal potential (Graikou et al., 2016). Propolis has been used since ancient times for its antibacterial, antiviral, and antioxidant properties, treating conditions such as colds, skin infections, and oral issues like gingivitis. Today, it is widely used in cosmetics, toothpastes, and mouthwashes (Wagh VD 2013).

Royal jelly:
Royal jelly is a special substance produced by young worker bees, often called nurse bees. It’s secreted from their hypopharyngeal glands, also known as brood food glands, and is used to feed young bee larvae and the queen bee (Isidorov VA et al., Wang Y et al., Chittka A et al). Royal jelly is a nutrient-rich, natural substance primarily composed of water mixed with proteins, sugars, and healthy fats. In addition to these main components, it contains about 1.5% mineral salts, including essential elements such as copper, zinc, iron, calcium, manganese, potassium, and sodium. It also provides small but important amounts of antioxidants like flavonoids and polyphenols, along with a variety of essential vitamins including biotin, folic acid, inositol, niacin, pantothenic acid, riboflavin, thiamine, and vitamin E. The flavonoids in royal jelly are diverse and can be grouped into flavanones (such as hesperetin, isosakuranetin, and naringenin), flavones (including acacetin, apigenin and its glucosides, chrysin, and luteolin glucoside), flavonols (like isorhamnetin and kaempferol glucosides), and isoflavonoids (such as coumestrol and formononetin). Together, these components contribute to the unique health-promoting properties of royal jelly, making it one of the most nutritionally valuable products produced by bees (Melliou E et al).
Conclusion:
As urban areas expand and confront the dual pressures of climate change and declining biodiversity, beekeeping in cities has become a meaningful expression of sustainability and civic involvement. More than just a source of honey, urban bees contribute significantly to pollinating city plants, bolstering local agriculture, and drawing attention to the importance of healthy ecosystems. Despite challenges such as hive upkeep, regulatory hurdles, and potential competition with native pollinators, urban beekeeping stands as a promising move toward eco-friendly city living. By encouraging coexistence between humans and pollinators, this practice is turning grey cityscapes into vibrant, life-supporting environments. Should cities focus more on creating pollinator-friendly habitats over introducing managed bees? How can urban policies strike a balance between encouraging beekeeping and preserving ecological diversity? As urban environments evolve, engaging in open dialogue about these questions is key to building truly sustainable and inclusive ecosystems. 
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