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Role of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations’ Cultural and Educational Schemes in Fostering International Understanding among International Students in India


ABSTRACT
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) has been playing an important role in the field of education for international students in India. It offers a number of scholarships to foreign nationals to pursue higher studies in Indian universities and other recognised institutes of higher education and learning. The research aimed to evaluate the role of ICCR cultural and educational schemes in promoting international understanding. It reviews the efficacy of ICCR schemes in achieving the purpose of international understanding through its cultural, educational, music and yoga, tourism, and socio-economic programs. A descriptive and exploratory research design was selected. This study has used both quantitative and qualitative research methods with a sample size of 35 international students enrolled in different Indian Universities under ICCR's scholarships. The data collection was done through the structured questionnaire; SPSS version 25 was used to analyse the responses. Also, descriptive, correlation, and regression analyses were conducted for the data collected through the present study. The programs of ICCR are well considered to bring out cultural awareness and an immense appreciation for the heritage of India. However, some areas of concern included difficulties in adjustment to the cultural differences and limited support services. This study underlines the potential of ICCR's programs to create a lasting impact as it promotes mutual understanding among international students. These findings add to the subtle understanding of the ICCR's role in cultural exchange and highlight opportunities for the strengthening of support structures, thereby suggesting a model to enhance the experience of international students, promoting cross-cultural dialogue in higher education.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Cultural Diplomacy is a subfield of public diplomacy, alongside other elements of international engagements like listening, advocacy, exchange, and international broadcasting. Some even use Cultural Diplomacy interchangeably with ‘soft power’ and culture in external relations or cultural brokering, and promotion of culture (Grincheva, 2024). The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) was founded in 1950 to promote India's cultural legacy while promoting international understanding. Its major aim is to promote cultural diplomacy through exchange programs, scholarships, and collaborations with educational institutions around the world. The cultural diplomacy of India aims at sending cultural troupes abroad, sending works of art abroad, holding festivals of India in foreign countries, propagating India’s language and cultural heritage in foreign countries, and propagating the works and thoughts of eminent Indians (Ha, 2022). ICCR has been playing an equally important role in the field of education for international students in India. It offers a number of scholarships to foreign nationals to pursue higher studies in Indian universities and other recognised institutes of higher education and learning (ICCR, 2013).
Through initiatives like these, the ICCR has strengthened ties between India and other countries, increasing mutual understanding and appreciation. Sayed Qudrat Hashimy (2023) stated that India has made various efforts to spread awareness of its diverse culture and rich civilisational traditions abroad. Katrin Winkler (2021) explained that the current domestic controversies, India will need to dedicate more time, money, and effort to forging new international educational collaborations. In order to achieve this, the ICCR must be recognised as a crucial partner in the execution of India's education policy, and all currently established international connections must be activated. R. Kumar (2015) described that the ICCR's efforts in fostering global understanding and harmony focus on programs, projects, or cultural exchanges to promote cross-cultural communication and appreciation. A significant aspect of ICCR's goal is to provide scholarships to students from other nations, allowing them to study in India and become involved in its diverse society, rich history, and dynamic traditions.
According to Vijay Laxmi et al. (2019) that the Indian government would do well to highlight the importance of culture, both for the betterment of India's image abroad and within the country. The Indian government placed special emphasis on leveraging soft power, the primary source of which is culture. Bollywood, classical music and dance, food, yoga, religion, and other facets of Indian culture have all contributed to India's rise to prominence and increased strength.
India's diverse nature offers a unique opportunity for international students to engage with a diverse range of cultural perspectives. This environment promotes not just academic improvement but also personal and intercultural development, allowing students to obtain a better understanding of India's complicated sociocultural texture. Rosina C. Chia. et al (2009) explained that for students to succeed in a global world, colleges and universities must overcome a number of obstacles while attempting to expose them to a variety of cultural experiences. For many foreign students, the opportunity to study in India under ICCR sponsorship broadens their perspectives and allows them to return home as cultural ambassadors, strengthening ties between India and their home countries. LT Tran (2016) stated that students gain knowledge of the target culture as a result, and they also adopt favourable attitudes towards it. Most significantly, students learn that their opinions and those of their local culture have a significant influence on their lives.
This study assesses the role of the ICCR in building international understanding among international students, specifically the extent to which the ICCR's programs promote mutual appreciation, respect, and peaceful coexistence across different global communities. The findings seek to highlight the ICCR's impact in using cultural exchange as a tool for diplomacy and international reputation, hence advancing India's position in promoting world harmony through education and intercultural learning.
2. LITERATURE REVIEW
According to Subrata Kumar Mitra (2010), International education is becoming more and more in demand every day. Institutions have begun to take new actions in response to these needs. In addition to conventional higher education providers, innovative knowledge suppliers from Enterprises have begun to create novel approaches for the provision of higher education. India has certain advantages that allow it to further its internationalisation push, which has resulted in interest from foreign colleges to establish campuses there. India must have policies for private higher education, especially for international universities that want to establish campuses there.
Alexandra Kertz-Welzel (2008) has defined that, to some extent, the development of comparative music education and the internationalisation of music education are important steps towards realising the mission of music education, which is to help students reach their fullest potential as musicians, artists, and people, and to change societies and communities all over the world as a result.  Since music education is both an artistic and a social force, we should seize the opportunity to improve music education globally. Pavan K. Varma (2008) has described that mutual respect and intercultural communication are essential for cultural diplomacy to succeed. Unlike what many people perceive to be a random chain of occurrences, it is an active and deliberate process. In actuality, it is a projection of our identities, ideologies, and values onto a global stage, as well as a readiness to expose oneself to the cultural resources of other countries. Its implementation calls for the backing and active participation of a nation's citizens, artists, non-governmental groups, corporate organisations, and everyone else who contributes to that nation's distinct identity and mood. It is impossible to practice cultural diplomacy in a vacuum. It must be a complex interaction with the potential to connect each of us to a bigger picture. It must be a complex connection that has the potential to bind each of us to a wider world and teach us how to respect, value, and be sensitive to both ourselves and others. Greeshma Johnson (2023) explained that the best and most sophisticated form of soft power that can improve diplomatic relations is cultural cooperation.
According to Tran Minh Duc et al. (2023), Vietnam's culture is now multi-ethnic, flexible, kind, and tolerant, ready to incorporate all advancements in human culture and civilisation and keep transforming them into principles infused with the Vietnamese spirit. This is a strong foundation for future cultural collaboration and interaction between India and Vietnam. Simultaneously, it motivates Vietnamese cultural managers and policymakers to reflect in order to develop sensible and efficient strategies for bringing the "soft power" of Vietnamese culture to nations in South Asia and the region, as well as other nations around the world, so that cultural exchange activities truly become a two-way interaction between the cultures of the two countries. Joan L. Erdman (1983) explained that the Indian government formed review committees for the academicians, and the ICCR made suggestions for the Fourth Plan and the prospective plan for fifteen years, estimated the required financial outlay, and made additional recommendations for improving the operation of these bodies for cultural exchange. Poulami Chatterjee (2016) explained that music education, which has always been an integral and important part of the culture of any country, didn’t remain untouched by the cultural exchange between Indian and Nepal. Gertraud Koch (2009) explained that, in a nutshell, the theoretical limitations of ICCR limit the foregoing knowledge. Additionally, as pertinent theoretical frameworks for ICCR, cultural theory and communication theory are used in tandem, much like two independent variables.
Yuswandari et al (2014) mentioned that the Indian government has prioritised cultural connections with Indonesia over trade and investment. India's culture is characterised by Indian dances, Indian music, Indian cuisine, Indian traditional dress, yoga, and Bollywood. However, India continues to identify the best cultural materials to use as a tool for cultural diplomacy. The Indian government has a number of tools at its disposal to further its cultural interests. There are Indian cultural centres built in numerous nations, cultural accords, festivals held in other countries, educational scholarships, eminent scholars, religion, yoga, and Bollywood. Bollywood films have so far done a terrific job of presenting the globe to Indian culture. The Indian government has placed a higher priority on cultural ties than trade and investment with Indonesia. Indian dances, Indian music, Indian cuisine, Indian traditional attire, yoga, and Bollywood all contribute to the uniqueness of Indian culture. The best cultural artefacts to employ as a tool for cultural diplomacy are still being sought out by India, though. The Indian government is able to advance its cultural goals through a variety of means. Numerous countries have Indian cultural centres, cultural agreements, festivals that are held abroad, educational scholarships, prominent scholars, religion, yoga, and Bollywood. Up until now, Bollywood films have done a great job of introducing the world to Indian culture.
3. RESEARCH QUESTION
How to evaluate the role of ICCR cultural and educational schemes in promoting international understanding.
4. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
1. To evaluate the role of ICCR cultural and educational schemes in promoting international understanding.
5. HYPOTHESIS
H1: ICCR Cultural and Educational schemes play a significant role in fostering international understanding.
6. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
6.1 Data Collection and Sample Size
This study employed qualitative and quantitative research techniques. A descriptive and exploratory research design was selected to determine the Role of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in International Understanding: A Study among International Students in India. The authors selected 35 International students studying under the ICCR scheme in various universities in different states of India. The data was collected through the structured questionnaire, which was used with SPSS version 25 for the analysis. Also, the study employed descriptive, correlation, and regression analysis to analyse the collected data.
7. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Demographics

	Variables
	N/ Valid Case
	Median
	Std. Deviation

	Gender
	35
	26 males
	0.44

	Age 
	35
	26 - 30-Year-Old
	1.13

	Country
	35
	2 Iraq
	5.17

	Program of Study
	35
	8 Master's degree
	0.87

	Study Year
	35
	12, Second Year
	0.79

	Duration of Study
	35
	15, Three Years
	0.75

	State
	35
	3 Gujarat
	1.06

	Monthly Stipend
	35
	24, 20,000 to 25,000 (INR)
	0.53


Source: Computed from primary data
The above table shows that out of the 35, 26 (74.3%) of them are male, 34.3% of the respondents are between the ages of 26 – 30 years, 2 (5.7%) of the respondents are from the country Iraq, 8 (22.9%) respondents' program of study in India is a Master's degree. 34.3% of the respondents are in the second year of their study, 15 (44.9%) of respondents’ duration of study in India is 3 years, 3 (8.6%) of respondents are studying in Gujarat state, 24 (80%) of the respondents' monthly stipend is between 20,000 and 25,000.
7.1 Item Wise Descriptive
Table 2. Data analysis and interpretation of the Cultural Scheme
	NO
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	CS1
	Cultural diversity enriches society and fosters understanding among people.
	40%
	51.4%
	8.6%
	0%
	0%

	CS2
	It is comfortable engaging with individuals from different cultural backgrounds.
	28.6%
	48.6%
	20%
	2.8
	0%

	CS3
	It is important to preserve traditional cultural practices even in a rapidly changing world.
	42.9%
	45.7%
	11.4%
	0%
	0%

	CS4
	Cultural differences should be celebrated rather than homogenised.
	51.4%
	40%
	5.7%
	2.9
	0%

	CS5
	I value cultural exchange programs as they promote mutual respect and appreciation among diverse cultures.
	37.2%
	51.4%
	11.4%
	0%
	0%


Source: Computed from Primary Data
The above table shows the analysis of the cultural scheme. For the statement, Cultural diversity enriches society and fosters understanding among people. 91.4% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 0% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 8.6% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, it is comfortable engaging with individuals from different cultural backgrounds. 77.2% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 2.8% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 20% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, it is important to preserve traditional cultural practices even in a rapidly changing world. 88.6% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 0% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 11.4% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, Cultural differences should be celebrated rather than homogenised. 91.4% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 2.9% showed disagreement and disagreed, and 5.7% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, I value cultural exchange programs as they promote mutual respect and appreciation among diverse cultures. 88.6% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 0% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 11.4% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. 
Table 3. Data analysis and interpretation of the Educational Scheme
	NO
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	ES1
	Educational programs enrich society and foster understanding among people.
	40%
	45.7%
	11.4%
	2.9%
	0%

	ES2
	Educational programs promote mutual respect and appreciation among diverse nations.
	48.6%
	45.7%
	5.7%
	0%
	0%

	ES3
	Educational initiatives encourage global understanding and nurture a sense of responsibility towards global issues.
	37.1%
	48.6%
	14.3%
	0%
	0%

	ES4
	The presence of international students in India contributes to the global reputation of Indian universities.
	45.7%
	37.1%
	11.4%
	5.8%
	0%

	ES5
	Educational programs contribute to building positive relationships between international students and local communities.
	37.1%
	45.7%
	17.2%
	0%
	0%


Source: Computed from Primary Data
The above table shows the analysis of the cultural scheme. For the statement, educational programs enrich society and foster understanding among people. 85.7% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 2.9% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 11.4% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, educational programs promote mutual respect and appreciation among diverse nations. 94.3% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 0% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 5.7% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, educational initiatives encourage global understanding and nurture a sense of responsibility towards global issues. 85.7% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 0% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 14.3% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, the presence of international students in India contributes to the global reputation of Indian universities. 82.8% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 5.8% showed disagreement and disagreed, and 11.4% showed neither agreement nor disagreement. For the statement, educational programs contribute to building positive relationships between international students and local communities. 82.8% of the respondents showed agreement and strongly agreed, while 0% showed disagreement and strongly disagreed, and 17.2% showed neither agreement nor disagreement.
Table 4. Correlation between Cultural and Educational Schemes and International Understanding
	Correlations

	
	Cultural Scheme
	Educational Scheme
	International Understanding

	Cultural Scheme
	1
	
	

	Educational Scheme
	.567**
	1
	

	International Understanding
	.695**
	
	1

	**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

	Source: Computed from Primary Data 


The above table shows the correlation coefficient of the selected variables, i.e., cultural scheme, educational scheme, and international understanding, which are 0.695, 0.558, This indicates moderate positive relationship between the variables of cultural scheme, educational scheme and international understanding with P value of 0.00, which is less than the significance level 0.05 therefore accepting the alternative hypothesis (H1).
7.2 Regression Analysis
Table 5. Regression analysis - Model summary
	Model
	R
	R Square
	Adjusted R Square

	1
	.723a
	.523
	.493



The regression analysis in the above table shows that the value of R is 0.723 and the value of R Square is 0.523; furthermore, the value of Adjusted R Square is 0.493. It indicates that 52.3% of the variation in cultural and educational schemes is explained by variation in international understanding.
Table 6. Regression analysis – ANOVA
	ANOVAa

	Model
	Sum of Squares
	df
	Mean Square
	F
	Sig.

	1
	Regression
	191.511
	2
	95.756
	17.544
	.000b

	
	Residual
	174.660
	32
	5.458
	
	

	
	Total
	366.171
	34
	
	
	

	a. Dependent Variable: International Understanding

	b. Predictors: (Constant), Educational Scheme, Cultural Scheme

	Source: Computed from Primary Data 



ANOVA statistic explains the relationship between the dependent and independent variables; thus, the F value is 17.544, and the p value is 0.000, which is less than the significance level of 0.05. It means that cultural and educational schemes have a positive impact on the international understanding of the selected international students.
Table 7. Regression analysis - Coefficients
	Coefficientsa

	Model
	Unstandardised Coefficients
	Standardised Coefficients
	t
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	1
	(Constant)
	-.336
	3.560
	
	-.094
	.925

	
	Cultural Scheme
	.383
	.102
	.558
	3.766
	.001

	
	Educational Scheme
	.157
	.096
	.242
	1.634
	.112

	a. Dependent Variable: IU


Source: Computed from Primary Data
The coefficients table shows the obtained value for the independent variables, which is 0.001, and the significance level is 0.05 (sig 0.01<0.05), which means that the p-value is less than the significance level, thus accepting the alternative hypothesis. So, based on the analysis, there is a moderate positive relationship between cultural educational schemes and international understanding. Also, B = 0.383, which means that for an increase in cultural educational schemes, the international understanding is expected to increase by 0.383.
The study examined the role of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in enhancing international understanding among international students in India. Results indicate that cultural and educational schemes play a significant role in fostering international understanding and appreciation among diverse cultural groups. Descriptive statistics reveal that a majority of respondents value cultural diversity and educational exchange as critical for mutual respect and cultural appreciation.
The item-wise descriptive analysis shows that 91.4% of respondents agree that cultural diversity enriches society and promotes understanding, and 88.6% affirm the importance of cultural exchange programs. Similarly, 94.3% agree that educational programs foster respect across nations, while 85.7% believe these initiatives encourage global awareness and responsibility. These findings indicate strong support among respondents for ICCR’s cultural and educational initiatives in promoting intercultural understanding.
Correlation analysis demonstrates moderate positive relationships between cultural schemes, educational schemes, and international understanding, with coefficients of 0.695 and 0.558, respectively, both significant at the 0.01 level. This signifies that both schemes contribute positively to the understanding among international students.
Regression analysis further indicates that 52.3% of the variation in international understanding can be explained by cultural and educational schemes (R² = 0.523). The model shows a significant F-value of 17.544 (p < 0.05), confirming that these schemes have a statistically significant impact on fostering international understanding. The coefficient analysis suggests that an increase in cultural schemes is expected to enhance international understanding by 0.383, with a significant p-value of 0.001.
Overall, findings suggest that cultural and educational programs under ICCR significantly contribute to international understanding by nurturing cultural appreciation and mutual respect among international students in India. These insights underscore the importance of sustained support and development of such initiatives to promote intercultural harmony and global cooperation.
8. CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the study underscores the pivotal role of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in advancing international understanding among international students in India through its cultural and educational schemes. The findings reveal strong support among participants for these initiatives, with high levels of agreement on the value of cultural diversity, mutual respect, and the benefits of cultural exchange. Both correlation and regression analyses confirm the positive impact of these schemes on fostering appreciation and understanding across cultures, with a substantial portion of international understanding attributed to ICCR's efforts. The study highlights the importance of continuing to develop and promote such programs to strengthen intercultural connections and global cooperation, emphasising ICCR’s significant contribution to nurturing a more harmonious international community in India.
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