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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Using primary data from 267 companies and three banks, it had been recently carried out, from Kisangani, local evidence on gender, credit access, and income levels of SMEs-that can be useful for policy formulation and inclusion debates.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	Suitable as is. Optional: “Gender, lending, and SME income in Kisangani: Descriptive evidence.”
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	Clear and relevant.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The following points should be addressed: first, sound analyses need to be performed descriptively, avoiding the use of casual terms such as 'effect'; second, clarify sampling/inclusion and define 'YES but Low' thresholds in Table 2; third, add basic gender comparisons with medians/IQRs.
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	Generally recent and appropriate. Ensure citation consistency (e.g., Bardasi 2007/2011) and consider adding DRC-specific finance sources.
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	Overall good. Tighten repetition in Introduction/Literature Review and standardize terms.
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