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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The significance of this manuscript to the scientific community is that it examines the convergence of the cultural heritage, the youth identity, and the globalization phenomenon using the example of Ikan Mas Arsiko among Batak Toba Generation Z in Depok. It offers empirical data on the perceptions and consumption behaviours of younger generations in the context of traditional cuisine, which can shed light on cultural continuity and change in the context of urban diaspora. Modern influences and the large role of social media in cultural preservation are two aspects that make the study of relevant to scholars in the fields of anthropology, sociology, cultural studies, and tourism. Its results are also relevant to the practical approaches to preserving intangible heritage and enhancing cultural sustainability in the digital era.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally clear and relevant. However, it is a bit long and could be made more concise while still capturing the essence of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Please revise as suggest the following revisions:

1. Add a statement of significance: briefly highlight why studying Generation Z’s perception of traditional cuisine matters for cultural preservation and sustainability.

2. Include practical implications: mention how the findings could inform cultural preservation strategies, tourism development, or policy.

3. Limit descriptive detail: the section on the Likert scale and mean scores could be shortened, with more focus on the overall insights rather than specific statistical values.

4. Improve flow: ensure that the abstract ends with a strong concluding sentence that emphasizes both the cultural and academic contributions of the study.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct, but the relatively small sample size (n=30) limits the generalizability of results, and this limitation should be explicitly acknowledged. Additionally, the discussion could be strengthened by linking the findings more critically to broader cultural preservation theories and comparative studies. Overall, the methodology is valid, but the depth of analysis should be enhanced.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Suggested additions include:

1. UNESCO. (2016). Intangible Cultural Heritage and Youth: Transmission and Innovation.

2. Policy Gaps, Community Roles and Sustainability Challenges: A Systematic Literature Review of Cultural Heritage Conservation in Nepal. (2025). International Journal of Environmental Sciences, 11(5s), 215–234. https://doi.org/10.64252/m7m3ky33

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Minor grammatical errors, inconsistent capitalization (e.g., “Generation Z” vs “Gen Z”), and awkward phrasing are also present. The abstract, introduction, and discussion sections would benefit from language polishing and professional editing to ensure clarity, conciseness, and academic tone. With these revisions, the manuscript will be more suitable for an international scholarly audience.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript addresses a timely and valuable topic by linking youth perceptions, cultural identity, and heritage preservation.

· Strength lies in focusing on Generation Z as cultural actors in preserving Batak Toba cuisine, with both academic and practical relevance.

· The discussion should go beyond descriptive statistics and connect findings with broader theories of intangible cultural heritage and youth studies.

· Figures and tables need clearer explanation and integration into the narrative.

· Study limitations, particularly the small sample size, should be explicitly acknowledged.

· The introduction and abstract require refinement for conciseness and stronger focus.

· References must be standardized according to journal guidelines, with some additional key sources suggested.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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