Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	South Asian Journal of Social Studies and Economics 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_SAJSSE_143847

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	The Perception of the Younger Generation Z of Batak Toba Towards Ikan Mas Arsik as Indonesian Cultural Heritage in Depok

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides compelling insights into how cultural heritage intersects with youth perspectives in today’s globalized world. Centering on Generation Z’s perceptions of Ikan Mas Arsik—a traditional dish from the Batak Toba community—the study explores both the challenges and the potential for preserving indigenous culinary traditions. The findings hold particular relevance for scholars in cultural studies, sociology, and food heritage, as they illuminate how identity, cultural pride, and digital media influence young people's engagement with ancestral practices. By emphasizing the importance of culturally sensitive and targeted interventions, the paper makes a valuable contribution to ongoing discussions about safeguarding heritage in an era of rapid modernization.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes it is suitable. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Globalization and evolving youth lifestyles present significant challenges to the preservation of Indonesia’s traditional culinary heritage. This study examines the perceptions of Batak Toba Generation Z living in Depok regarding Ikan Mas Arsik, a dish deeply rooted in cultural significance, and identifies key factors influencing their interest. Employing a quantitative descriptive method, the research gathered data from 30 respondents through a structured survey using a five-point Likert scale. The findings reveal strong cultural awareness, a sense of pride, and favorable views on the dish’s taste and traditional value. However, social media was found to have only a moderate impact on their engagement. These insights suggest that effective cultural preservation strategies should integrate traditional values with modern promotional approaches that resonate with Gen Z’s preferences. This study offers a meaningful contribution to the discourse on youth participation in sustaining cultural heritage.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and demonstrates a robust theoretical framework supported by relevant and up-to-date literature. It clearly articulates the research problem and situates it effectively within the broader context of contemporary challenges in cultural preservation. The integration of cultural, historical, and sociological perspectives enriches the depth and scope of the study. The use of recent references and coherent, logical argumentation strengthens the manuscript’s academic validity. Overall, the paper adheres to scholarly standards, presents well-structured and persuasive arguments, and addresses a timely and significant issue through a methodical and well-researched approach. Minor revisions may enhance clarity and readability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript incorporates a sufficient number of relevant and up-to-date references from 2020 to 2025, encompassing both theoretical and empirical studies on cultural heritage, Generation Z behavior, and traditional cuisine. These sources effectively support the research argument and establish a strong academic foundation.

To further enrich the literature review, however, it is recommended to include several international references that address youth cultural identity and global culinary heritage practices. This addition would provide comparative depth and extend the scholarly relevance of the manuscript beyond the Indonesian context, enhancing its appeal to a broader academic audience.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and overall English quality of the manuscript are appropriate for scholarly communication. The paper is well-structured, clearly written, and grammatically sound. While a few sections could benefit from minor refinements in sentence flow and phrasing to improve readability, the academic tone and clarity are generally strong and suitable for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	The manuscript presents no evident ethical concerns. The research adheres to standard protocols, including informed consent, appropriate sampling methods, and the assurance of data anonymity. Its focus on cultural perception avoids the use of sensitive or invasive data. Ethical principles appear to have been upheld consistently throughout the study.
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