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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution by linking infrastructure development and the resilience of MSMEs through an innovative mixed approach. Its findings enrich the debate on dynamic capacities and territorial development in peri-urban contexts. It also offers useful insights for public policy, strengthening the bridge between academic research and practice.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is too long and complex, includes several secondary ideas, and may lose strength in databases and indexes. It does not clearly highlight the method, the main result, or the territorial context.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The research gap addressed is not clearly explained. The sample size (n=60) and the geographical scope of the case study need to be specified. The limitations of the study are not mentioned. The theoretical contribution (dynamic capabilities, territorial development) is not explicitly highlighted.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in its fundamentals and contributes to the study of the resilience of MSMEs in the face of infrastructure projects. However, it requires major revisions in terms of methodological rigor, sample justification, and clarity in the presentation of results. With these improvements, it can reach the level required for publication in indexed scientific journals.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent, but the manuscript would be strengthened if it incorporated seminal works on dynamic capabilities, organizational resilience, and territorial development, in addition to standard methodological references on PLS-SEM and SWOT/TOWS. This would provide greater theoretical rigor and methodological soundness.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of the English is adequate for academic communication, although the manuscript would benefit from linguistic editing to gain clarity, conciseness, and greater fluency.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a highly relevant and under-explored topic: the resilience of MSMEs in the face of disruptions caused by infrastructure projects, using a creative combination of PLS-SEM and SWOT/TOWS. This mixed approach is innovative and provides both theoretical insights and valuable recommendations for public policy. However, the article would benefit from greater clarity in the formulation of the research gap, as well as a stronger emphasis on theoretical contributions in addition to empirical findings. The methodological section requires greater transparency (operationalization of constructs, justification of the sample, validity tests), while the results and conclusions should differentiate more precisely between empirical evidence, theoretical contributions, and practical implications. In summary, this is a promising and valuable contribution, which, with the suggested revisions, could have a significant impact in the fields of regional development, MSME resilience, and sustainable territorial planning.
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