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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is particularly important considering the limited availability of information regarding the genetic mechanisms of antimalarial resistance in Nigeria. If accepted, it could garner up to 10 citations in its first year of publication. The paper may also stimulate the need for further research into other genetic mechanisms related to antimalarial resistance. This is in view of the current malaria epidemic in Nigeria, which has seen many individuals change their routine drug for therapy.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is perfect for the details contained in the manuscript
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	There should be a sentence of background to the study before stating the aim in the abstract. 

Please check the percentage of P. falciparum and P. ovale you reported in the abstract. 33/45 is 73.3% not 15.8%. 

Other aspects of the abstract are comprehensive and adequate. The abstract is also very sound.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	It is largely correct. However, you need to include recent statistics concerning malaria cases and antimalarial resistance globally, in Africa, and in Nigeria. The readers need to see these statistics, as they will improve the depth and utility of your paper.

In the methodology section, you need to briefly describe the study area and also state the research design there.

“Plasmodium species in microscopic and seropositive blood samples were identified using a nested PCR assay targeting the 18S rRNA gene,” and “The prevalence of each species was determined using descriptive statistics” are part of the methodology and should not be in the results and discussion section.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent; however, they do not seem to be sufficient for research of this high quality. I’ll suggest you add more detail to the introduction and discussion. Make everything elaborate and increase the length of the paper/references. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	“Sulfadoxine-Pyrimethamine” had the initials capitalised in some parts of the manuscript and not capitalised in other parts. Please make it uniform (capitalise the initials all through or don’t). Please go through the manuscript and italicise all “Plasmodium”. It was not italicised in the second paragraph of the Introduction. The second and third paragraphs in the introduction are just one sentence each. Increase their length or merge them together.
	

	Optional/General comments


	I consider this a high-quality paper and greatly appreciate the author(s) for undertaking this depth of research.
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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