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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important and timely issue in public health and food safety, particularly regarding foodborne pathogens and antibiotic resistance in low-resource settings. The study identifies the presence of Bacillus cereus in corn flour intended for infant consumption, an issue that poses potential risks for infant health in Côte d'Ivoire and similar regions. The findings about the high prevalence of antibiotic-resistant strains, particularly those resistant to beta-lactams and other commonly used antibiotics, emphasize the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in the food supply. This work contributes to the understanding of Bacillus cereus as a foodborne pathogen and highlights the urgent need for monitoring antibiotic use in food environments. The study's focus on local, artisanal food production methods adds an important layer to global discussions about the intersection of food safety, public health, and antimicrobial stewardship.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title accurately reflects the scope and subject of the study
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, outlining the objectives, methods, findings, and implications of the study. However, it could benefit from briefly mentioning the implications of the findings on public health and antibiotic use practices. A slight reorganization to emphasize these implications would improve clarity.

Suggestions for the Abstract:

· Mention the public health implications of antibiotic resistance in the final sentence, highlighting the necessity for increased monitoring and more responsible antibiotic usage in food production.

· The phrase "uncontrolled use of antibiotics in the food environment poses a serious public health problem" could be more specific about how the results of this study point to misuse or overuse of antibiotics.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· The manuscript lacks figures or data that directly show the results from the antibiogram, such as inhibition zones around antibiotic discs, which is a key part of an antibiotic susceptibility test (disk diffusion method).
· The lack of representative figures showing isolates (e.g., colonies grown on agar plates, representative images of colonies) makes it hard for readers to visualize the strains being studied.

· In the manuscript, it is stated that MALDI-TOF identification was done, but no supporting data are provided to validate the use of this method.

· The italicization of Bacillus cereus is missing in several places in the manuscript.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Additional references (latest after 2022) discussing the environmental impact of antibiotic misuse in foodborne pathogens or related studies in sub-Saharan Africa could strengthen the context.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is generally acceptable
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