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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents an original and important study on crop parameters influencing the development of semi-automatic robotic harvesters, with a focus on tomato plants. The work is relevant for agricultural automation and precision farming, as it addresses labor shortages and the need for efficient harvesting technologies. The findings regarding internode length, stem diameter, fruit position, shape, and surface characteristics provide valuable insights for the design and adaptation of robotic systems. This contribution will be useful for researchers, engineers, and practitioners working in agricultural mechanization and smart farming.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and accurately reflects the scope and content. No changes required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is clear and well-structured, summarizing the objectives, methodology, and significance. However, it could be improved slightly by including specific performance results (e.g., packability, cutting force values).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound, methodologically robust, and logically presented.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are mostly adequate and cover both classic and add more in recent works. However, the authors may consider adding more recent studies (post-2020) on machine vision and deep learning applications (YOLO-based detection in horticultural crops).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the manuscript is written in clear English with appropriate scientific terminology. Minor grammatical polishing may improve readability but overall quality is good.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The paper is relevant and timely. The section on YOLOv8-based shape and surface analysis is particularly valuable. 
· A limitation section could be added, noting that the study is greenhouse-based and further validation in open-field conditions is required. 
· The results are not clearly discussed in relation to robotic harvesting. Add more discussion point required.
· Minor revision (mainly in abstract detailing and adding a few recent references). 
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