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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript presents a cross-sectional study examining the association between marital status and well-being among older adults, comparing community and institutional residents. The research question is relevant, and the comparative design is adequate. However, there are important gaps in methodological reporting , subgroup distribution, psychometric reliability, confounder control), statistical reporting (effect sizes, confidence intervals, covariate adjustment), and English expression. Substantial revisions are required before the manuscript can be considered for publication.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is understandable but implies causality or determinant, that not supported by the cross-sectional design.
Suggested alternative title: Marital status and its association with happiness, spiritual well-being, and life satisfaction among older adults in India: community versus institutional contexts.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is partially adequate, include some elements, avoid causal phrasing, and specify the software used.
Elements: Group sample sizes per marital category and setting; Reliability indices (Cronbach’s alpha) of translated scales; Key statistics (ANOVA F values, df, p, effect sizes); Ethical approval details.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The theoretical framework and instruments are appropriate, but missing information could reduce scientific clarity: Sample size justification; Reliability indices for each instrument; Effect sizes with confidence intervals; Details on homogeneity tests; Sensitivity analyses controlling for covariates.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are generally relevant and include some recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Understandable but requires editing: inconsistent terminology like old age home vs. old-age home, and minor grammatical errors.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript addresses an important issue in gerontology and social sciences: the association between marital status and three key indicators of well-being (happiness, spiritual well-being, life satisfaction) among older adults in community and institutional settings. The sample is reasonably large (n=450) and the comparative design adds value within the Indian context. Findings have potential implications for psychosocial interventions and policies targeting vulnerable subgroups of older adults. However, additional methodological details (ethical approval, sample distribution, reliability of translated scales, effect sizes, and adjusted statistical analyses) are required to strengthen the manuscript’s scientific robustness.
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