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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution by documenting and analyzing the traditional cosmeceutical and therapeutic uses of shea butter (Vitellaria paradoxa) in the Maritime region of Togo. It provides valuable ethnobotanical insights that help preserve threatened indigenous knowledge, while also linking these practices to modern biochemical and pharmacological evidence. Such documentation is critical for sustainable valorization of local resources, for cultural heritage preservation, and for guiding future research on natural product-based therapeutics and cosmetics. The findings are of significance not only for ethnopharmacology but also for dermatology, cosmetic science, and sustainable rural development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear, informative, and suitable. It reflects the scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, presenting background, methodology, key results, and conclusions.

Suggestions for improvement:

a) Consider shortening long sentences for clarity.

b) Explicitly mention that both cosmetic and therapeutic uses were corroborated with scientific literature.

c) Add one sentence about the study’s limitations (e.g., qualitative sampling) for balance.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and well-structured. The methodology (semi-structured interviews, snowball sampling, thematic analysis) is appropriate for ethnobotanical research. Results are clearly presented and supported with relevant tables. The discussion effectively bridges traditional knowledge with biochemical evidence from the literature.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and include both classical and recent sources (up to 2024).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammar and style corrections could enhance readability (e.g., simplifying some long and complex sentences).


	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures or photos of local preparation/uses of shea butter could improve visual impact. Ethical approval and informed consent are mentioned, which strengthens credibility. The study could consider highlighting policy implications or recommendations for sustainable commercialization.
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