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	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper brings a 30-year perspective (1993, 2003, 2013, 2023) with a 2033 forecast for NFAs in Goalpara Sadar Range, showing measurable declines in dense/open forest and concurrent growth of built-up/plantations. This long time-series, paired with LULC classification and MOLUSCE prediction, offers evidence useful for forest managers confronting encroachment and human–elephant interactions. The clear quantification (e.g., DF −11.7%, OF −5.0%, BU +19.7%) helps target interventions. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suitable and specific. If you want to maximize discoverability, consider: “Dynamic Changes in Forest Cover within Notified Forest Areas of Goalpara Sadar Range, Assam (1993–2023) with a 2033 Projection.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Clear and informative. Two small upgrades: (1) add the classification/validation headline (overall accuracy range and k) to signal robustness; (2) add one policy sentence (e.g., “Prioritize edge-encroachment control and riparian/hill protection in NFAs”).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Methods are appropriate and the results are consistent. The workflow (multi-epoch Landsat; supervised classification; NFA union overlays; MOLUSCE forecast) is appropriate. Consider clarifying: training/validation sample sizes & sampling design; separability checks; and the MOLUSCE settings (drivers, transition matrix, validation of 2033). Double-check a few table typos/duplicates in the accuracy
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Adequate and fairly recent (2019–2025 included). If you wish, add 1–2 items on edge-driven degradation and human–elephant conflict in NE India to strengthen the discussion of drivers/impacts; keep additions minimal.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Clear and readable. Minor polishing needed. You can shorten long sentences; unify tense; tidy figure and table captions.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Helpful additions that are light to implement: (1) a “Policy Implications” paragraph targeting edge encroachment control, community co-management, and plantation zoning; (2) figure captions that flag key deltas (e.g., “Forest cover in NFAs: 66.5%→59.5% (1993–2023), projected 53.6% in 2033”). Consider a map panel focusing on the most affected NFAs.
Multi-epoch analysis years (1993, 2003, 2013, 2023) and 2033 prediction via QGIS MOLUSCE; LULC classes include DF/MF/OF/AP plus BU/BL/LL/WB/CL; NFA focus in Goalpara Sadar Range; headline changes include DF −11.7%, OF −5.0%, BU +19.7%, AP +4.6%; and NFA forest share ~66.5% → 59.5% (1993–2023), projected ~53.6% by 2033. Accuracy section reports overall ≈88–95% and κ ≈0.84–0.85 (tables mention small inconsistencies worth tidying).
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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