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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Yes
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
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	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
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	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important and urgent environmental health problem in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, where soot pollution from industrial activities and illegal oil refining poses serious risks. The study combines particulate matter analysis, PAHs, and heavy metal assessment, and discusses health risk implications. The topic is highly relevant for both scientific and policy communities. However, the manuscript requires minor revision to improve clarity, structure, scientific rigor, and consistency with journal standards (grammar, avoid repetition and unify references style) with  regards. 
Minor Comments

1. Language needs editing for grammar and style (e.g., “soot sometimes called black soot or black carbon…” should be shortened for clarity).

2. Units: Ensure consistency (e.g., µg/m³ vs. mg/kg).

3. Abbreviations: Define upon first use (e.g., ILCR, HMW/LMW).

4. References: Some are incomplete or repeated (Ede, 2017 appears twice). Ensure APA style with DOI where available.

5. Figures and tables should be renumbered consistently (currently Table 1 appears twice).

6. The study area map (Figure 1) should have a scale bar and north arrow.

7. Update WHO air quality guidelines (2021 values are lower than those cited from 2006).
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