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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a practical and scientifically grounded approach to estimating the Soil Moisture Index (SMI) using publicly available Landsat-8 OLI and TIRS data. By integrating remote sensing indices such as NDVI and LST with in-situ gravimetric data, the study offers a replicable methodology for agricultural drought monitoring, especially in data-scarce regions. The work contributes to ongoing efforts in precision agriculture, climate resilience, and sustainable water resource management. 
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract should include key findings, such as the specific SMI range observed and dominant drought conditions identified. Definitions such as the NDVI range can be removed, as they are more suitable for the main text. Adding the time or season of data acquisition would enhance temporal context, and replacing general statements with more result-driven phrasing would improve precision.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The results lack quantitative validation against field data. Adding statistical measures like correlation coefficients, RMSE, or MAE between in-situ and satellite-derived moisture values would strengthen scientific credibility. Further discussion on land cover effects on SMI and how seasonal or temporal variability influences the results would improve scientific depth.
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	While generally adequate, the reference list should be updated with recent studies from 2023–2024, particularly those involving advanced methods like machine learning or multi-sensor integration for soil moisture estimation. Inclusion of global or regional case studies would provide broader context and comparability.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript contains several grammatical issues that affect clarity. For instance, the sentence “A Soil samples are taken” is incorrect, Sentences should be rewritten for better flow. Similar errors are scattered throughout the text, indicating the need for thorough proofreading and language editing.
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