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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The scientific community will find this manuscript relevant since it discusses the longstanding paradox of nutritional insecurity in rural India despite increasing income levels and decreasing poverty. It extends the debate on nutritional security beyond caloric availability to accessibility, utilisation, and social inequalities through the association of food security with nutritional security. The paper offers essential evidence based on long-term NSSO data that can shed more light on the structural and policy issues that determine rural nutrition outcomes. Its results are of relevance to discussions about entitlement, dietary transition, and inequality, and they can provide evidence to inform researchers, policymakers, and practitioners concerned with food systems, poverty, and sustainable development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title “Beyond Calories: Linking Food Security with Nutritional Security in Rural India” is suitable and captures the essence of the paper. It clearly conveys the shift from a narrow calorie-based perspective to a broader view of nutritional security.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is quite detailed and gives a clear idea about the objectives, scope, and conclusions of the study. Nonetheless, it can be enhanced by more specific evidence or facts (saying that there is a decrease in the number of calories/proteins of the food consumed throughout the years or social groups). It also needs to briefly note the methodology (the use of NSSO consumption data and analytical method) so that the design of the study becomes more apparent. The policy implications might also be defined more explicitly to demonstrate how the research will help to address the nutritional security problem. In general, the abstract is informative, although it may be enhanced by being more data-driven, methodologically clear, and policy-focused.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. However, the analysis could be enhanced by including statistical tests or econometric methods to confirm the significance of observed trends and relationships. Despite this, the overall methodology and interpretation are appropriate, making the manuscript scientifically sound.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Suggested references include:

1. FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP & WHO (2023). The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2023.

2. Global Hunger Index Report (2022 or 2023 editions).

3. Pingali, P., & Aiyar, A. (2022). Transforming Food Systems for a Rising India. Palgrave Macmillan.

4. Development Studies articles on nutrition transition in South Asia (e.g., World Development, Food Policy journals, 2020–2023).


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality is generally suitable for scholarly communication, but some sentences are too long and should be simplified for clarity. For example:

Original: “Significant numbers of famines in the developing world have demonstrated that an adequate aggregate supply of food does not necessarily preclude large-scale food deprivation.”
Suggested: “Even when food is sufficient overall, famines show that deprivation can still occur.”

	

	Optional/General comments


	The use of NSSO data is appropriate, but the methodology and its limitations should be explained more clearly.

Tables are informative but require clearer labelling of units and consistent formatting.

Policy recommendations should be expanded with specific, actionable strategies (e.g., improving affordability, strengthening entitlements, diversifying diets).
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