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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important issue in agricultural development, how farmers utilize ICT tools for socio-economic advancement. The study contributes to the growing body of literature on digital agriculture and rural development, particularly in the Indian context. Its findings provide evidence for policymakers, extension workers, and researchers on the gap between ICT awareness and actual utilization among farmers. Such insights are valuable in designing interventions that can enhance digital literacy, bridge the digital divide and promote sustainable agricultural practices.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but not well structured. It should follow IMRAD (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Conclusion). Suggested revision:
1. Clearly state the problem (low utilization of ICT tools despite awareness).
2. Mention the research design (ex-post facto, 100 farmers, random sampling).
3. Present key findings concisely (majority had medium awareness; higher awareness than utilization, especially for social media and internet services).
4. End with a strong conclusion (need for targeted capacity-building programs).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is methodologically sound, using an ex-post facto design, random sampling, and appropriate descriptive statistics. However, it has limitations:
1. Reliance only on descriptive statistics without inferential tests weakens generalizability.
2. The study could benefit from correlation analysis to identify socio-economic factors influencing ICT use.
Suggestion: The author should include statistical test (Chi-square) to establish relationships.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references include both classic and recent works but are limited in number. Only a few are from the last 5 years. More recent sources on ICT in agriculture (2020–2024) should be added. Suggested additions:
Mittal, S., & Mehar, M. (2020). ICT-based agricultural extension: A review. Agricultural Economics Research Review.
FAO (2021). Digital Agriculture Transformation.
World Bank (2023). ICT for Agricultural Productivity.
Sharma, I., et al. (2025). Critical success factors for ICT integration in agri-food sector. ScienceDirect. 
This identifies what enables successful ICT adoption in agriculture—useful to compare with barriers your study finds.
Rakholia, R., et al. (2024). Emerging technology adoption for sustainable agriculture. ScienceDirect. 
Gives empirical evidence about newer technologies (e.g., precision agriculture etc.), and factors influencing adoption.
Balkrishna, A., et al. (2023). A comprehensive analysis of the advances in Indian Digital Agriculture. ScienceDirect. 
This is especially relevant for India; relates to digital agriculture interventions and impact, good for situating your work in current national trends.
Díaz, J., Quiñonez, Y., De-la-Hoz-Franco, E., Butt-Aziz, S., Mercado, T., & Salcedo, D. (2025). “Information and Communication Technologies Used in Precision Agriculture: A Systematic Review.” AgriEngineering 7(6):167. 
Useful to show global (or Latin American) perspectives on ICT tools in precision agriculture; good for comparison of tools’ adoption.
Khan, R. P., et al. (2025). “Levelling the field: A review of the ICT revolution and ...” Journal of International Development/Review. 
This review of many ICT studies shows what has changed recently, what common challenges are—can help you frame your findings.
Chetri, P., et al. (2024). Weather information, farm-level climate adaptation and ICT intent among farmers. ScienceDirect. 
Highlights how farmers intend to use ICT when it comes to weather/climate risk; relevant if your study touches on these aspects.
“A Review of ICT Integration in Agricultural Extension Services” (2025). East Africa Journal of Agricultural & Biological Sciences / EAJAB etc. 
Provides insight into how extension services are using ICT; can be connected to your recommendations for extension/training programs.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript’s English is understandable but requires editing for grammar, sentence structure, and conciseness. For example, terms like “Cent per cent” should be corrected to “100%”, and redundant phrases should be minimized. Professional editing is recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Tables and figures are useful but should be better formatted for readability.
2. The discussion section could be expanded to compare findings with recent studies.
3. The conclusion should link results more strongly to policy and extension recommendations.
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