


Review Article
SERICULTURE AS A TOOL FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT


ABSTRACT
Sericulture, the cultivation of silkworms for silk production is a labour intensive agro based industry with immense potential for rural development and women empowerment in India. The country ranks second globally in silk production with sericulture practiced across more than 52,000 villages and providing livelihood support to approximately 9 million people. Beyond its economic contribution, sericulture serves as a livelihood strategy for small and marginal farmers, landless labourers and rural women offering flexible, home-based employment. Women’s participation rates in India are notably high ranging from 60-70% with their involvement covering every stage of production from mulberry cultivation to reeling and weaving. This review presents literature on the socio-economic impacts of sericulture in India examining its role in employment generation, income diversification and women empowerment. Case studies from sericulture dominant states such as Karnataka, Assam and West Bengal illustrate how sericulture interventions have improved household incomes, enhanced women’s decision making roles and contributed to community development. The review also addresses challenges including fluctuating market prices, limited access to quality inputs and climate induced risks. Recommendations emphasize capacity building, technology dissemination and strengthened cooperative structures to maximize sericulture’s developmental role. The review concludes that sericulture, when supported by targeted policies and gender sensitive programs can significantly contribute to sustainable rural livelihoods and the advancement of women’s socio-economic status in silk producing regions of India. 
Keywords: Sericulture, Rural development, Women empowerment, employment, Sustainable livelihoods
1. Introduction
Rural development remains a central pillar of India’s socio-economic agenda as nearly 65 per cent of the population resides in rural areas and depends on agriculture and allied activities for livelihood (NITI Aayog, 2021). Within this framework, sericulture - a centuries old practice of rearing silkworms for silk production has emerged as a sustainable and inclusive rural enterprise that combines agricultural production with cottage based processing industries. Unlike many agricultural activities that are seasonal, sericulture offers year round employment and income generation making it a valuable livelihood strategy for rural households.
India holds a unique position in global sericulture, being the only country to produce all four commercially important types of silk viz., Mulberry, Tasar, Eri and Muga. Mulberry silk dominates production contributing about 76 % of India’s total output, followed by Eri, Tasar and Muga varieties each linked with distinct ecological zones and cultural traditions (Central Silk Board [CSB], 2023). 
One of the most distinctive socio-economic features of Indian sericulture is its gender profile. Women constitute between 60-70 per cent of the workforce undertaking crucial roles in mulberry cultivation, silkworm rearing, leaf harvesting, cocoon sorting and silk reeling (Abid & Ali, 2021). Many of these activities are conducted within or near the household premises, enabling women to balance domestic responsibilities with productive economic engagement. This has led to improvements in financial status of women, decision making ability and social recognition, especially in rural communities where employment opportunities are often limited for women.
Sericulture also contributes to environmental sustainability. Mulberry cultivation aids in soil conservation, carbon sequestration and prevention of land degradation while silkworm litter and pupal waste can be recycled as organic manure or biogas substrate (Borah et al., 2020). The integration of sericulture into smallholder farming systems allows for optimal land use and diversification of farm income, thereby reducing economic vulnerability.
Despite its potential, the sector faces structural challenges including fluctuating cocoon prices, inadequate infrastructure, limited access to quality silkworm seed and vulnerability to pests, diseases and climate variability. The Government of India, through the Central Silk Board and various state-level agencies has implemented schemes such as the Catalytic Development Programme and Silk Samagra to address these issues and enhance the sector’s competitiveness.
Given its employment potential, gender inclusivity and compatibility with sustainable agricultural practices, sericulture emerges as a strategic tool for rural development in India. This review presents existing literature to assess the socio-economic role of sericulture with particular emphasis on its impact on rural livelihoods and women empowerment. It also presents case studies from key silk producing states and offers policy recommendations to strengthen the sector’s contribution to India’s rural economy.
2. Historical background of Sericulture
Sericulture in India has a history dating back over thousand years with archaeological evidence and ancient literature such as the Arthashastra referring to silk weaving and trade. Originating in ancient China, sericulture is believed to have begun around 2700 BCE during the reign of Emperor Huangdi, who is often credited with discovering the silk making process. The art of silk production was initially a closely guarded secret and its trade became a significant factor in fostering cultural and economic exchanges along the Silk Road (Tiwari & Joshi, 2019). This extensive network of trade routes connected China with regions as far-reaching as Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia facilitating not only the exchange of silk but also the diffusion of ideas and technologies. As the secret of sericulture gradually spread to neighbouring countries such as Korea, Japan and India, these regions began to develop their own silk industries, each contributing to the global silk trade in unique ways (Ganga & chetty, 2020). Initially concentrated in certain pockets of South India, the practice gradually spread to different agro-climatic zones, integrating into diverse rural economies. While mulberry silk has historically dominated production, the non-mulberry varieties flourished in specific regions due to their adaptability to local climatic and ecological conditions. Post-independence, the Government of India initiated structured development programs through the establishment of the Central Silk Board (CSB) in 1948, which became the nodal agency for research, extension and policy formulation in the sector (Ganga & chetty, 2020).
3. Sericulture and Rural Development 
3.1 Employment generation
Sericulture is recognized as one of the most labour intensive rural industries generating employment at every stage of production from mulberry cultivation to post cocoon processing. The Central Silk Board (Central Silk Board, 2023) estimates that 1 hectare of mulberry cultivation provides employment to 11 person-years annually, which is significantly higher than many conventional agricultural crops. The industry spans over 52,300 villages and engages approximately 9.76 million people both directly and indirectly with Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Assam leading in production (ISEPC, 2023).
Sericulture work allows family members of different ages and educational backgrounds to participate, making it inclusive to marginal and landless farmers. Women and elderly household members frequently do tasks such as leaf harvesting, silkworm feeding and cocoon sorting, whereas males are generally involved in field preparation and market transactions. This equal division of work within households improves labour efficiency and ensures a consistent source of revenue throughout the year (Sarkar et al., 2017).
Kumar and Kumar (2024) studied the relationship between raw silk production and employment growth in India's sericulture sector from 2000-01 to 2023-24. The study examines the correlation between raw silk production and employment growth in India's sericulture sector from 2000-01 to 2023-24. It finds a strong positive linear relationship, with a high correlation coefficient of 0.976. The employment compound annual growth rate is 2.37 per cent, indicating steady growth compared to production. Increases in raw silk production significantly boost employment in the sector, which involves around 9.48 million people as of 2023-24. The sericulture sector is labor-intensive and predominantly rural, contributing to rural livelihoods and foreign exchange earnings. The findings confirm raw silk production as a key driver of employment generation in rural India.






Table 1: Trends in raw silk production and employment in India from 2000-01 to 2023-
24.
Source: https://csb.gov.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Raw-Silk-Production-Statistics-1.pdf and https://www.indiastat.com/ 

	Years
	Production (MT)
	Employment (Person)
	Years
	Production (MT)
	Employment (Person)

	2000-01
	15857
	5400000
	2012-13
	23679
	7653000

	2001-02
	17351
	5500000
	2013-14
	26480
	7850000

	2002-03
	16319
	5600000
	2014-15
	28708
	8030000

	2003-04
	15742
	5650000
	2015-16
	28523
	8250000

	2004-05
	16500
	5800000
	2016-17
	30348
	8510000

	2005-06
	17305
	5950000
	2017-18
	31906
	8604000

	2006-07
	18475
	6003000
	2018-19
	35468
	9178000

	2007-08
	18320
	6120000
	2019-20
	35820
	9430000

	2008-09
	18370
	6310000
	2020-21
	33770
	8730000

	2009-10
	19690
	6817000
	2021-22
	34903
	8780000

	2010-11
	20410
	7250000
	2022-23
	36582
	9220000

	2011-12
	23060
	7560000
	2023-24
	38913
	9480000


Table 2: Annual Growth Rate (AGR %) and Labour Productivity in India (2000-01 to 2023-24) 
	Year
	Production (AGR %)
	Employment (AGR %)
	Labour productivity (output per worker)
	Year
	Production  (AGR %)
	Employment (AGR %)
	Labour productivity (output per worker)

	2000-01
	-
	-
	2.94
	2012-13
	2.68
	1.23
	3.09

	2001-02
	9.42
	1.85
	3.15
	2013-14
	11.82
	2.57
	3.37

	2002-03
	-5.94
	1.81
	2.91
	2014-15
	8.41
	2.29
	3.58

	2003-04
	-3.53
	0.89
	2.79
	2015-16
	-0.64
	2.73
	3.46

	2004-05
	4.81
	2.65
	2.84
	2016-17
	6.39
	3.15
	3.57

	2005-06
	4.87
	2.58
	2.91
	2017-18
	5.13
	1.10
	3.71

	2006-07
	6.76
	0.89
	3.08
	2018-19
	11.16
	6.67
	3.86

	2007-08
	-0.83
	1.94
	2.99
	2019-20
	0.99
	2.74
	3.80

	2008-09
	0.27
	3.10
	2.91
	2020-21
	-5.72
	-7.42
	3.87

	2009-10
	7.18
	8.03
	2.89
	2021-22
	3.35
	0.57
	3.98

	2010-11
	3.65
	6.35
	2.82
	2022-23
	4.81
	5.01
	3.97

	2011-12
	12.98
	4.27
	3.05
	2023-24
	6.37
	2.81
	4.10


(Kumar and Kumar, 2024)





Figure 1:  Trend in Annual Growth Rate of Employment in Sericulture Sector in India












Figure 2: Trends in Labour productivity of the silk industry in India











Table 1 shows raw silk production (MT) and employment in India's silk industry for the 24-year period (2000-01 to 2023-24). The production of raw silk began at 15,857 MT in 2000-01 and fluctuated throughout time, reaching 38,913 MT by 2023-24. Employment in the silk sector increased from 5,400,000 in 2000-01 to 9,480,000 in 2023-24. The most current figures (2023-24) show recovery and growth following a large fall in 2020-21. 
Table 2 shows India's annual growth rates (AGR) for production, employment, and labour productivity from 2000-01 to 2023-24. Production AGR fluctuates significantly, with notable peaks in 2011-12 and 2013-14. Negative growth is observed in multiple years, with the most significant drop in 2020-21. Employment growth shows smaller fluctuations compared to production. Employment growth was high in 2009-10 and 2018-19, but negative growth in 2020-21 was largely due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Labour productivity has consistently increased over time, with a slight decline in 2002-03 and 2010-11. It reached 3.57 in 2016-17 and 3.57 in 2016-17. From 2021-22, growth rates stabilized, and labour productivity reached its highest value of 4.10 in 2023-24. The COVID-19 pandemic likely contributed to this decline.
Figure 1 shows significant fluctuations in the annual growth rate for employment. The growth rates appear more stable, with moderate growth and some periods of decline. Notable dips occur in 2009-10, 2016-17 and 2020-21. There is a sharp decline in 2019-20. The data shows an upward trend in labour productivity from 2000-01, with fluctuations. A notable dip occurred in 2002-03 and 2003-04, followed by consistent growth from 2010-11. By 2023-224, productivity reached 0.0041, the highest value in the dataset. From 2016-17, steady growth was observed, indicating improvements in productivity per worker (Figure 2).
3.2 Income generation 
Sericulture is a stable and profitable alternative to traditional agricultural operations, generating considerable revenue for rural people. Sericulture involves cultivating mulberry trees to feed silkworms which are then reared to produce silk (Tiwari, 2022). This dual technique helps farmers diversify their revenue streams, minimizing reliance on single crops and limiting risks from crop failures or market volatility. Selling raw silk and its products including clothing, textiles and accessories can give larger financial returns than conventional crops. This is especially true in countries where silk is highly valued for its quality and artistry. Sericulture has shown to be more profitable than conventional crops in India and China allowing farmers to earn larger incomes and promote economic stability (Yoon and Lee, 2018). Processing silk into finished products creates a value chain that benefits various stakeholders, including raw silk producers, textile manufacturers and merchants.

Table 3: Comparative Net Annual Income and Benefit-Cost Ratio of Major Crops and Sericulture
	Crop
	Net Annual Income (INR) per acre
	Conditions
	BC Ratio
	Reference

	Mulberry Sericulture
	1,05,000 - 1,62,000
	Irrigated, 5-6 harvests/year, govt. subsidy support.
	1.38 - 2.33
	Konakondla (2025); Reddy and Kumar (2022)

	Paddy
	₹15,000 - ₹30,000
	Rainfed and irrigated, traditional transplanting and dry direct seeding
	1.3 - 2.0
	Chanakya and Nandi (2024); Meena et al. (2025)

	Turmeric 
	₹41,620
	Four-five months crop cycle
	1.13 - 1.59
	Kumar et al. (2023)

	Sugarcane
	₹40,000 - ₹50,000
	One year crop period
	2.18
	Srivastava and Maurya (2025)

	Cotton
	₹30,000
	General cotton farms
	1.5-1.8
	Dhunde et al. (2022)



Mulberry sericulture generates the highest net annual income per acre (₹1,05,000-₹1,62,000) under irrigated conditions with multiple harvests and subsidy support, showing a favourable BC ratio (1.38-2.33). In comparison, paddy offers relatively low returns (₹15,000-₹30,000) depending on water availability, while turmeric (₹41,620) and sugarcane (₹40,000-₹50,000) provide moderate incomes with BC ratios ranging from 1.13 to 2.18. Cotton cultivation yields around ₹30,000 per acre with a BC ratio between 1.5 and 1.8. Overall, sericulture stands out as the most profitable enterprise among the listed crops (Table 3).
3.3 Case studies of successful sericulture based rural development
Sericulture has significantly impacted rural economies in India, especially in places with strong silk industries like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Sericulture expansion in these places has resulted in significant socioeconomic gains, including increased income and infrastructural development. Mysore and Channarayapatna districts in Karnataka are well-known for silk manufacturing, employing thousands of rural households via sericulture. The state's effort on promoting sericulture has resulted in the creation of mulberry farms, silk-rearing facilities, and processing units, boosting local economies (Singh and Patel, 2021).
Konakondla (2025) conducted a study in Korinthakunta Thanda, Telangana, to compare the economic viability of sericulture (mulberry cultivation combined with silkworm rearing) to conventional crops like paddy, cotton and peanut. Findings reveal sericulture as a significantly more profitable and cost-effective option for farmers. For example, sericulture required a lower investment (~ ₹93,000 per acre) compared to cotton (~ ₹1,15,000) and paddy (~ ₹60,000), yet generated much higher profits-around ₹1,62,000 per acre in sericulture versus ₹ 45,000 for cotton and ₹12,000 for paddy. This translates to a superior profit margin of 174 per cent for sericulture compared to 39 per cent and 20 per cent for cotton and paddy, respectively. The year-round income potential, lower dependency on erratic monsoons, minimal chemical inputs, and government subsidies make sericulture both economically attractive and environmentally sustainable. The study suggests sericulture can substantially improve farmer livelihoods in this region and recommends policy support to enhance training, market linkages and subsidy coverage to expand adoption and ensure long-term sustainability.

Table 4: Profit Gain in Sericulture when Farmers Shifted from Other Crops at   Talakondapally
	Profit gain in Sericulture when farmers shifted from other crops at Talakondapally village 

	Prior crop 
	Investment Rs. 
	Gain in Rs. 
	shifted crop 
	Investment Rs. 
	Gain in Rs. 
	Net profit Rs. 

	Cotton 
	115000 
	45000 
	Sericulture 
	93000 
	162000 
	117000 

	Peanut 
	95000 
	15000 
	Sericulture 
	75000 
	175000 
	160000 

	Red gram 
	50000 
	60000 
	Sericulture 
	65000 
	105000 
	45000 

	Paddy 
	60000 
	12000 
	Sericulture 
	56000 
	109000 
	99000 


   (Konakondla, 2025)
Table 4 highlights the significant profitability of sericulture compared to traditional crops. Farmers who shifted from cotton, peanut, red gram and paddy to sericulture realized substantial net profits. Cotton farmers increased their earnings from ₹45,000 to ₹1,62,000, gaining a net profit of ₹1,17,000. Similarly, peanut growers improved from ₹15,000 to ₹1,75,000, achieving the highest net profit of ₹1,60,000. Red gram cultivators also benefited, with profits rising from ₹60,000 to ₹1,05,000, netting an additional ₹45,000. Paddy farmers, who initially earned only ₹12,000, saw their gains rise to ₹1,09,000 after adopting sericulture, resulting in a net profit of ₹99,000. Overall, the shift to sericulture markedly enhanced farmers’ incomes across all prior cropping systems.
4. Women empowerment through sericulture
4.1 Women participation in various stages of sericulture
In India, women account for more than half of the agricultural work force. Women make up more than 60-70 percent of the sericulture workforce, notably in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, and Odisha (Ray, 2024). Several research (Chowdhuri et al., 2011; Roy and Sarkar, 2015) have found that women in sericulture sector work in mulberry cultivation, silkworm rearing, cocoon production, cocoon post-harvest procedures, and decision-making. Women are regularly involved in sericulture activities such as mulberry planting, manuring, irrigation, weeding, mulberry leaf picking, transportation, and storage. They also help with leaf cutting, feeding, worm spacing, bed cleaning, mounting, cocoon harvesting, and disinfection during silkworm rearing. Women were also involved in post-harvest cocoon operations such as silk reeling, spinning, twisting, and weaving; some are still active in decision-making (Dewangan, 2017). As a result, women's superiority in sericulture activities has been historically established. In recent years, women's roles have grown in significance. Women account for more than 60 per cent of the workforce and consume 80 per cent of the silk (CSB Report, 2021). 
Table 5: Share of Women in Different Activities of Silk Production
	Sl.
No.
	Activities
	Women (%)
	Men (%)
	Total (%)

	1
	Establishment of mulberry plantation (man days/acre)
	51.38
	48.62
	100.00

	2
	Mulberry maintenance
(man days/acre/crop)
	57.00
	43.00
	100.00

	3
	Silk cocoon production
(man days/batch)
	60.02
	39.98
	100.00

	4
	Raw silk production (man days/year)
	 62.30
	37.70
	100.00


(Madhu et al., 2023)
The table 5 shows that women have a higher proportion of work in all activities than males. Each activity has a greater than 50% female participation, indicating that women undertake more than half of the job. It was the highest for raw silk production (62.30 %).

Table 6: Participation of different age group of women in sericulture activities
	Age Group (Years)
	Participation in Sericulture Activities (%)
	Key Activities Involved
	Notes

	15-25
	24 %
	Silkworm rearing, cocoon harvesting, leaf harvesting
	Younger women are active but less than middle-aged group

	26-45
	60 %
	Silkworm feeding, cocoon harvesting, mounting of worms, leaf harvesting
	Most productive and dominant age group

	46 and above
	16 %
	Limited participation
	Lower physical involvement, less engaged in labor-intensive tasks



Table 6 shows the participation of women in sericulture activities varies significantly across different age groups, with the 26-45 years age group being the most active and dominant in key operational tasks. This middle-aged group typically engages extensively in silkworm feeding, cocoon harvesting, mounting worms, and leaf harvesting, as they possess the necessary physical capacity and experience for such labor-intensive activities. Younger women (15-25 years) also participate but to a lesser extent, often balancing sericulture with other household or agricultural duties. Older women, above 45 years, show reduced involvement, mainly due to the physically demanding nature of sericulture work. This pattern reflects the industry’s dependence on the vigour and skill of middle-aged women for efficient productivity. Additionally, women’s participation is crucial across all sericulture stages from mulberry cultivation to silk reeling highlighting their integral role in sustaining rural livelihoods through this agro-based enterprise. Studies emphasize the need for supportive measures such as training and ergonomic tools to help women, especially in the physically challenging segments to enhance their contributions and socio-economic wellbeing in sericulture (Geetha and Rao, 2016).
4.2 Social empowerment and decision making roles
Women’s participation in sericulture has significantly contributed to their social empowerment and decision-making roles particularly in rural communities. Through their involvement in various sericulture activities women gain financial independence and an increased ability in household and community decisions. This economic contribution enhances their self-confidence, social status and bargaining power within the family and society. Women often form self-help groups and cooperatives in sericulture fostering communal decision-making, mutual support and entrepreneurship opportunities. These groups also provide emotional support and training helping women overcome socio-economic challenges (Bukhari et al., 2019). 
While women actively participate in everyday production decisions like leaf quality and hygiene, major decisions such as land use and large-scale production often remain male-dominated due to cultural and structural constraints. However, sericulture income enables women to contribute to family welfare through expenditures on education, healthcare and asset management. Overall, sericulture serves as a vital instrument for women’s empowerment by promoting gender equality enhancing economic independence, and fostering leadership roles in rural development (Sujatha et al., 2025).
4.3 Case studies of women led sericulture initiatives
4.3.1 Women Entrepreneurs in Karnataka 

In Karnataka, women constitute over 60 per cent of the workforce in sericulture activities ranging from mulberry cultivation to silk reeling and weaving. Many women-led self-help groups (SHGs) have successfully taken up sericulture as a means of livelihood. These groups have benefited from government subsidies and training programs that helped them overcome challenges like lack of separate rearing houses and inadequate plantation facilities. Women entrepreneurs have shown resilience and skill in managing sericulture businesses, boosting rural economies and promoting empowerment through income generation and decision-making roles (Bukhari et al., 2019; Agriculture Institute, 2023).
4.3.2 Nabagram and Berhampore Blocks, West Bengal 
A study conducted in sericulture-practicing villages of Nabagram and Berhampore blocks highlighted the involvement of women in all sericulture operations including mulberry cultivation, silkworm rearing, and weaving. Women actively contribute not only in labor but increasingly in managerial and decision-making roles within the family and cooperatives. Their participation has enhanced household income and social status, empowering them socially and economically (Sarkar et al., 2017).
4.3.3 Oak Tasar Silk Project in Himalayan Regions
Through the Appropriate Technology India (AT India) project, a group of mainly women weavers from Himalayan villages was trained in spinning, weaving and marketing oak tasar silk products. This initiative enabled women to transform subsistence agriculture-based livelihoods into sericulture-based enterprises, significantly increasing their income and community standing. Income from yarn production and value-added silk products helped women pay debts, educate children, and establish financial independence. This case exemplifies the integration of indigenous silk knowledge with modern technologies for socio-economic empowerment of women in remote areas (AT India Report, 2021).
4.3.4 Padmini Bhise from Maharashtra
Padmini Bhise started with a small-scale sericulture venture and expanded it into a successful business, inspiring many women in her village to pursue sericulture as an economic activity. Her story highlights the role of individual entrepreneurship and community motivation in women’s empowerment through sericulture (Hazarika and Saikia, 2025). 
These case studies demonstrate how women-led sericulture initiatives contribute to economic development, social empowerment and community upliftment in rural India. The support from government programs, NGOs and community groups plays a critical role in equipping women with skills, technology, and market access to sustain and expand their sericulture activities.
5. Challenges in harnessing Sericulture for development
The sericulture industry faces several significant challenges in harnessing its full potential for rural development. Key obstacles include frequent disease outbreaks among silkworms such as pebrine, flacherie, Muscardine etc., which can drastically reduce productivity and cause economic losses (Mala et al., 2024). Market-related challenges include price volatility and strong competition from cheaper imports particularly from China, which adversely affect the profitability and sustainability of local sericulture. Environmental problems are particularly critical since mulberry production may lead to deforestation, soil deterioration, excessive water consumption and chemical contamination from pesticides and fertilizers (Pangotra et al., 2024). 
Additionally, the sericulture sector suffers from inadequate infrastructure such as limited access to modern technology, scarcity of quality silkworm eggs and underdeveloped post-cocoon processing units like silk reeling and weaving facilities. The fragmented nature of the industry and shortage of skilled labour further hamper growth (Mala et al., 2024). Financial constraints, lack of training and poor market linkages create barriers for smallholder farmers and women sericulturists, limiting their ability to scale operations and access fair prices (Reddy and Kumar, 2022). 
Addressing these challenges requires comprehensive disease management, financial and technical support, sustainable agricultural practices, improved infrastructure and strengthened market systems. With targeted interventions and supportive policies, sericulture can overcome these hurdles to drive inclusive rural development, generate employment, empower marginalized groups, and promote sustainable livelihoods.
6. Government policies and support for rural sericulture
Government policies and support for rural sericulture in India focus on enhancing production, improving quality, generating employment and empowering rural communities, especially women and smallholder farmers. Key initiatives include: 
· Silk Samagra Program: A comprehensive integrated scheme launched to promote sericulture activities from mulberry cultivation to raw silk production and marketing. It aims to strengthen the entire value chain by providing subsidies, infrastructure development, quality seed and silkworm supply, training and capacity building.
· Kataki and North East Region Textile Promotion Schemes: These target region-specific challenges, supporting sericulture in the Northeast and other silk-producing states by improving cultivation practices and infrastructure.
· Catalytic Development Programme (CDP): Focuses on technological innovation, disease management and modernization of reeling units to increase productivity and quality.
· Financial Support and Subsidies: Various government schemes provide financial assistance for mulberry plantation, construction of rearing houses, silkworm egg production and establishment of reeling and post-reeling units to reduce investment burden on farmers.
· Women Empowerment Initiatives: Policies encourage women’s participation through self-help groups (SHGs) and skill development programs aimed at enhancing their role in sericulture activities and decision-making.
· Marketing Support: Efforts to develop silk clusters, improve market access, and brand Indian silk products domestically and internationally enhancing profitability for rural producers.
· Research and Development: Government agencies like Central Silk Board (CSB) promote R&D, dissemination of best practices and extension services to improve yields and disease resistance.
These policies and programs collectively aim to sustain and expand rural livelihoods, promote export competitiveness and ensure socio-economic development through the sericulture sector.
7. Conclusion 
Sericulture, with its labour intensive and skill-oriented nature, holds significant potential as a sustainable livelihood option in rural India, particularly for women. Evidence from multiple Indian states demonstrates its role in generating income, fostering skill development, and enhancing social status for women. However, socio-cultural barriers, technological gaps, market volatility and institutional weaknesses limit its full developmental impact. To unlock sericulture’s transformative potential, a multi-pronged strategy is essential that combines gender-responsive training, market reforms, technology dissemination, occupational safety, and institutional coordination. By embedding women at the centre of sericulture development policies, India can simultaneously advance rural development goals and achieve substantial gains in women’s empowerment.	Comment by Ailene Anonuevo: You can include here some significant values.
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