Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Journal of Experimental Agriculture International 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_JEAI_142394

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Assessment of Genetic Diversity and Integrated Phenotypic and Genotypic Evaluation of Maize (Zea mays L.)  for Resistance to Fusarium Stalk Rot Caused by Fusarium verticillioides

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)
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	1-Maize (Zea mays L.) is a globally significant cereal crop, but its production is severely affected by Fusarium stalk rot (Fusarium verticillioides), which reduces yield and grain quality
2-To screen for resistance, a standardized toothpick inoculation method was employed in the pathological field, and disease severity was scored using a 1–9 scale.

3-In the subsequent Rabi 2023-24 season (F2:3 generation), 54 maize genotypes were selected for phenotypic and genotypic screening in a pathological field. However, only 33 genotypes successfully germinated, possibly due to adverse soil or environmental conditions. These 33 genotypes were then subjected to resistance trait analysis, the available genotypes provided sufficient data for meaningful phenotypic and genotypic evaluations.
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