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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The objective of the paper is well stated and the experimental setup is clearing indication the sequence and the procedures followed throughout the study. The cocoa products are very popular and gaining importance globally. Thus, the study provides a good insight for scientific community. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes. It is clearly indicating the objective. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive with all possibles inclusions highlighting the involvement of microorganisms during fermentation process and their beneficial impacts. The effect of environmental parameters (temperature, pH, humidity), may be included since these strongly influence microbial succession.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is framed and executed scientifically. The perspective of standardization is also good. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references included in the manuscript are not sufficient to support the objectives and findings. Only a limited number of sources have been cited, and very few are recent. There should be more recent publications on result and discussion part. Work on cocoa fermentation microbiology and relevant studies on the role of yeasts, lactic acid bacteria, and Bacillus species in flavor development and quality improvement should also be included. Additionally, global perspectives may be cited to provide a broader context and highlight the novelty of the current work in the study site. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language used is grammatically as well as scientifically perfect. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is promising providing connection between microbial diversity and quality outcomes. Along with a bit more review support, it could make a solid contribution to cocoa fermentation research.
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