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	Developing DNA barcodes for Heteropneustes fossilis and Mystus bleekeri from Upper Lake, Bhopal is crutial for accurate species identification and resolving taxonomic ambiguities. These barcodes provide a reliable molecular tool to distinguish morphologically similar species, which is crucial for biodiversity assessment and conservation. They also support sustainable fisheries management by preventing misidentification in commercial catches. Furthermore, DNA barcoding contributes to building a genetic reference library for freshwater fishes of Madhya Pradesh.
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