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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· The endophytes display fitness on host plants, including tolerance to herbivory, salt, heat, disease and drought and to intensify above and below ground biomass. 
· Additionally, the asymptomatic existence of the endophytes inside plant tissues during part or all of their life cycle has been observed. Furthermore, they are recognised for their ecological roles, which may include promoting host growth, enhancing tolerance to abiotic stress, and providing protection against pathogens through various mechanisms.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	· Yes, the title of the manuscript is appropriate enough.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Yes, the abstract is comprehensive and pertinently written.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· According to the study, the identified fungal endophytes based on the morphological and cultural characterisation included Trichoderma harzianum, Rhizoctonia solani, Fusarium oxysporum, Fusarium solani, Macrophomina phaseolina, Aspergillus flavus, Aspergillus niger, Alternaria solani, Rhizopus sp., and Colletotrichum capsici. The diversity of these endophytes tests a complex microbial community within chilli tissues that may contribute to plant health and resilience.
· These conclusions are attributed to baseline information of chilli-associated fungal endophytes and provide a foundation for forthcoming research exploring their ecological roles and potential in sustainable crop management.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· The cited references are sufficient and up-to-date.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	· The English language adopted for writing the manuscript is appropriate and aptly suitable for scholarly communications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Abstract last line, rewrite to make it grammatically correct as “No fungal species of endophytic fungi were able to cause any diseased symptoms on chilli plant and were observed to remain healthy.
· Introduction, 3rd line, add a full stop after (Hasegawa et al. 2006).
· Please add a full stop after completion of each sentence wherever necessary in the Introduction part of the manuscript. Please verify.
· The presentation of the Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results and Discussion and Conclusion is exceedingly appreciable.
· Overall, the manuscript has been laconically described, remarkable, and well-presented with numerous elegant pictures incorporated. 
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