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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers valuable insights into how Ustilaginoidea virens infection influences seed quality traits in both tolerant and susceptible rice genotypes. The study demonstrates that tolerant lines maintain superior germination, vigour, and growth parameters compared to susceptible ones, even under pathogen stress. These findings are highly relevant to plant breeders, seed technologists, and pathologists, as they provide evidence for selecting and utilizing resistant genotypes in rice improvement programs. Furthermore, the work addresses a major gap in understanding the artificial inoculation effects of U. virens, thereby supporting the development of effective disease management and seed health strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Effect of Ustilaginoidea virens Infection on Seed Germination and Vigour in Tolerant and Susceptible Rice Genotypes”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	  Keep: Aim, brief methodology, comparative results, key conclusion.

  Delete/condense: Genotype codes, detailed percentages and units.

  Add: Importance of the findings ( application).


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Figures/Tables Presentation: Some tables are large and packed with numbers. Graphical representation (boxplots, bar charts with error bars) would improve interpretation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	  Yes, the references are generally sufficient and reasonably recent.
  However, adding 3–4 more international and mechanistic studies (2020–2023) would enhance the scientific depth and global relevance.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is acceptable for scholarly communication, but moderate editing is required to:

· Shorten long sentences,

· Improve grammar and flow,

· Reduce repetition, and

· Ensure a professional, concise academic tone.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important issue in rice production by evaluating the impact of Ustilaginoidea virens infection on seed quality parameters of tolerant and susceptible genotypes. The study is well-designed, scientifically sound, and supported by appropriate statistical analysis. The results are clearly presented and provide valuable insights for seed science, plant pathology, and rice breeding programs. However, the abstract and some sections could be made more concise, the language refined for scholarly tone, and a few additional recent international references included to strengthen global relevance. Overall, this is a significant and timely contribution that, with minor revisions, will be suitable for publication.
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