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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The grain yield of the rice crop is affected by both biotic and abiotic stress factors. Among them, Ustilaginoidea virens [Cooke] Takahashi gaining importance wherein the pathogen causes false smut disease of rice and the disease was first reported by Cooke in 1878 from Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu. In India, almost all the rice growing states reported the false smut incidence. 

The rice false smut disease (RFSD) incidence was reported between 2 to 80% in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh and significant reduction in yield reported up to 75%.  Under favourable climatic conditions, the virulent pathogen on a susceptible host can infect and produce a very high number of smut balls (> 80 numbers) and the infected field produces black color smoky appearance during the harvesting period. Under such circumstances there are higher chances for dispersal of pathogen inoculum from the smut balls to the healthy seed and soil on which, the pathogen may survive.  
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	The experiment has been meticulously planned and conducted with appropriate design to fulfill the agronomic norms and to bring out exact answer to objectives of the study. The planning, layout and design of the experiment followed is appropriate.

· Collection of data was exhaustive, appropriate and adequate to draw the valid conclusions.

· The units of measurements and scientific and technical terms are properly used and well presented.
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	Investigation on effect of Ustilaginoidea virens infection on seed quality parameters of false smut tolerant and susceptible rice genotypes was made with an objective of To evaluate the seed infection of U. virens and its relationship to seed germination and vigour quality of false smut tolerant and susceptible rice genotypes. Upon chlamydospore treatment, the tolerant genotypes, recorded mean reduction of 0.53% of germination percentage as against 5.83% in the susceptible genotypes. Similarly, the germination percentage of conidia treated susceptible genotypes recorded reduction of 9.5% as against 1.6% in tolerant genotypes. The mean Vigor Index 1 across the tolerant genotypes upon chlamydospore treatment was reduced by 230 units and in case of conidial treatment it was 359. However, in the seeds of susceptible genotypes, the reduction of mean Vigor Index was 829in the chlamydospore treatment and 595 in the conidial treatment. 
The identified tolerant genotypes maintained significantly better seed quality traits (germination %, root/shoot length, vigour indices, and biomass) against U. virens chlamydospore and conidial infection compared to the susceptible genotypes.  

The experiment has been meticulously planned and conducted with appropriate design to fulfill the research norms and to bring out exact answer to objectives of the study. The planning, layout and design of the experiment followed is appropriate.

Collection of data was exhaustive, appropriate and adequate to draw the valid conclusions.

The units of measurements and scientific and technical terms are properly used and well presented.
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