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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Understanding how false smut affects germination, seedling vigor, and overall seed quality provides valuable insights for breeding programs aimed at developing resistant varieties. This study also contributes to the knowledge of host-pathogen interactions, particularly the effects of chlamydospores and conidia on the early stages of plant growth. Moreover, the findings have practical implications for integrated disease management strategies, assisting researchers and agronomists in improving seed health and enhancing crop productivity.
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	"Yes, the title of the article is generally appropriate and acceptable."
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is comprehensive and scientific, covering the aim, methodology, genotypes, results, and conclusion.
It is recommended that the year of the study and the scientific significance and practical application of the research also be mentioned in the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust, with clearly defined objectives, appropriate methods, and logically presented results and conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally relevant, covering both foundational and recent studies on Ustilaginoidea virens and rice false smut. Most references were published within the last 5–10 years, which is appropriate, and some older studies provide important historical context.
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	The language and English quality of the manuscript are generally suitable for scientific publication.
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