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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	Zinc (Zn) is a vital micronutrient plays a critical role in various metabolic (physiological & biochemical) processes/activities in plants. The deficiency caused the complete or partial loss of metabolic function/activities, and severely limits the crop productivity and quality of produce.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes, however, the genus name should be in capital (Vigna radiate L.), (Vigna mungo L.), (Cajanus cajan L.), (Lens culinaris L.), (Cicer arietinum L.) and accordingly corrected in introduction, Materials and Methods and Results &
Discussion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, however, authors aimed to provide valuable insights into the diversity and
functionality of ZSB in pulse cropping systems, while nothing was reflected from MS on these aspects.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes,
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	May be improved
	

	Optional/General comments
	The MS describes Isolation and Screening of Zinc Solubilizing Bacteria from Pulse Rhizosphere under Calcareous Soil Conditions. Although the work is interesting and technically sound and claims are supported by experimental data and convincing. However, specific and technical comments on the article are as follows:
· It’s very preliminary study and solely on isolation and screening, there was no mentioned of how the isolated ZSB benefits legume crops, as no growth pouch/small cup/small pot has been carried out.
· Mention Nutrient Agar (NA) medium composition and Tris minimal agar composition under M&M.
· It is surprising that authors have isolated only ten isolates form 4/5 different legumes rhizosphere, as these legumes harbour diverse microorganism, then how come they have isolated only few isolates? Any selective medium was used for isolation? or these were screened out form a larger culture pool/collection? need to be mentioned.
· Either table 3 or Figure 1 will be retained in MS as both are showing the same information/data.
· Whether the potential 10 isolates were characterized (based on colony & Cell morphology, biochemical & physiological parameters, and molecular level- 16SrRNA sequencing), should be included in the MS.
· Whether these isolates deposited any National/International repositories, if yes provide their accession numbers in MS.

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk156057883][bookmark: _Hlk156057704]
PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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