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Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important because it provides actionable strategies for breeding maize hybrids that combine high yield with durable resistance to Turcicum Leaf Blight, a major global constraint on maize production. The findings support the use of line tester analysis for identifying superior combinations, offering genetic resources and insights essential for sustainable maize improvement.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	General
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is good, but it will become more comprehensive and impactful if you add the objective, importance, and a brief future perspective, while also trimming repetitive expressions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references included are relevant, but many of them are not very recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Good
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The abstract could be refined to broader agricultural impact of the findings, improving engagement for diverse readers.

· Consider expanding the discussion on environmental effects and genotype-by-environment interactions, which are important in hybrid performance and disease resistance stability.

· Incorporate a few recent (2024–2025) references on advanced maize breeding technologies and molecular tools to strengthen the scientific context and currency of the manuscript.

· Provide clearer explanation or interpretation of certain genetic parameters, like the implications of specific combining ability values or heterosis percentages, to benefit readers less familiar with these concepts.

· Ensure all tables and figures have descriptive legends and are referenced comprehensively within the text to improve readability and data presentation.

· Minor language polishing to improve sentence flow and avoid occasional redundancy will enhance overall readability and professional tone.
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