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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No, the title is not currently suitable. Please refer to Comment 1. (It is better that in the article title, FYM, Zn, and Fe be written in full and not as abbreviations. The soil type (loamy sand soil) and cropping system (pearl millet–chickpea system) should also be added).

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract will be appropriate once the ambiguities and points mentioned in the comments are addressed.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Some questions and ambiguities exist that the authors must address. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	As mentioned in the results and discussion section, the findings should be discussed in greater depth, and more recent references need to be added.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language/English quality of the article is somewhat suitable for scholarly communication, but it can be improved.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1- It is better that in the article title, FYM, Zn, and Fe be written in full and not as abbreviations. The soil type (loamy sand) and cropping system (pearl millet–chickpea system) should also be added.
2- The abstract should be presented as a single, continuous paragraph.

3- Please write kharif and rabi without italics and with the first letter capitalized.
4- If the zinc and iron levels in the experimental soil were adequate, then why did you investigate their effect on the soil?

5- The addition of ZnSO4 and FeSO4 has been investigated in previous studies, which makes the novelty of this study appear questionable. What was the novel aspect of this work, and how does it differ from other research in this field?

6- It is better to use keywords that are not already in the title, as much as possible

7- The introduction lacks a clear research gap, defined objectives. Please add a paragraph at the end of the introduction to address these points.
8- As raised in the abstract, if the soil zinc and iron levels were adequate, what was the rationale for conducting this research? This is a serious contradiction that the authors must explain
9- Please provide quantitative data from previous research.
10- The 'Materials and Methods' section is written too briefly and lacks detail. Please expand it into several subsections, providing a comprehensive description of soil property measurements, cultivation conditions, a precise listing of all treatments, statistical data analysis, and other relevant details.
11- It is preferable to use the format 2023–2024 and 2024–2025 consistently throughout the entire text.
12- Please also provide a table of the initial numerical characteristics (properties) of the soil used.

13- The methods used for measuring the iron and zinc fractions should also be appropriately included.
14- The obtained results should be discussed in more detail, and comparisons with previous studies (particularly those published between 2020 and 2025) must be made.
15- After two years of FYM application in a sandy soil, at least a slight increase in the organic carbon content is expected. 

Was the mineralization rate of the FYM particularly high in this sandy soil and under the climatic conditions of Gujarat? Was the soil sampling performed immediately after harvest, a time when a portion of the organic matter would have already mineralized? Please explain the reasoning behind this result.
16- Why did the application of FYM lead to an increase in the organic-bound fraction of zinc and iron? While this is entirely logical, the mechanism by which FYM increases this fraction should be explained.
17- What is the exact and direct mechanism of the effect of ZnSO4 on increasing the availability of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium in the soil? This issue needs to be discussed more carefully.
18- Why did the application of FeSO₄ lead to an increase in the carbonate-bound fraction of iron? In an alkaline soil, would the formation of iron carbonates (such as Siderite) be expected? Or is this increase solely due to the addition of Fe2+ ions, which are then adsorbed onto the surfaces of calcium carbonates? Please explain the reasoning behind this result.
19- Why are the results of the statistical analysis for the interaction effects (FYM × Zn, FYM × Fe, Zn × Fe, FYM × Zn × Fe) on the various soil parameters not explicitly reported? For each specific parameter (e.g., for available N, for the carbonate-bound Zn fraction, etc.), it should be clearly stated that the interaction effect was not significant. This is an essential part of reporting the results from a factorial design experiment.
20- The conclusion section should incorporate scalability, recommendations, and limitations in addition to the findings.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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