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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript presents a rare and clinically significant case of cervicothoracic cellulitis complicated by descending mediastinitis in a diabetic patient. Its importance lies in highlighting the diagnostic challenges, rapid disease progression, and the critical role of early surgical intervention and reconstructive techniques in patient survival. By documenting the successful use of the pedicled pectoralis major muscle flap in extensive tissue loss, the report adds valuable insight for surgeons and clinicians managing similar cases. It reinforces the need for a multidisciplinary approach in treating severe deep neck infections, particularly in immunocompromised
populations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The current title is clear and appropriate. However, for conciseness and impact, you may consider:
“Descending Mediastinitis Secondary to Cervicothoracic Cellulitis in a Diabetic Patient: A Case Report”
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_abstract_of_the_article_comprehen]Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive, well-structured, and provides essential details regarding the case, management, and outcomes. However, it could be slightly shortened to improve readability by removing redundant details (e.g., inflammatory marker values can be summarized). Additionally, including a brief statement on the significance for clinical practice would strengthen the conclusion.
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_manuscript_scientifically,_correc]Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically accurate, with clear clinical, radiological, surgical, and microbiological descriptions. The discussion is consistent with current literature and appropriately emphasizes urgent
management.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have
suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate but slightly dated, with some being over two decades old. It would be useful to add
more recent literature (post-2016) on mediastinitis management, imaging advances, and reconstructive surgery techniques.
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_language/English_quality_of_the_a]Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The language is clear and of sufficient quality for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical polishing could further improve fluency, but no major issues are noted.
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	The manuscript is well-structured, informative, and clinically relevant. The inclusion of CT findings, surgical techniques, and postoperative recovery adds educational value. Figures, if available, could further enhance the case presentation.
	
















	[bookmark: _Hlk156057883][bookmark: _Hlk156057704]PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)

	





Reviewer details:

Indunil Karunarathna, Teaching Hospital Polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka.

[bookmark: _GoBack]




Created by: DR
Checked by: PM
Approved by: MBM
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

